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A MIND 
AT WAR 
WITH ITSELF 


From a background in guidance and reha- 


bilitation on a college-age level, Cedric Larson considers the 
Christian answer to one of the most serious contemporary problems 


—_— STUDENTS, perhaps more than any other 
single group, face a constant round of stresses and 
strains. If it isn’t that math exam, it may be fi- 
nances, the difficult choice of a life work, concern 
over the selection of a life’s companion, or just 
plain overwork. 

Men and women at the university age level must 
make decisions which will affect their future lives 
and careers, face frustrations from previously un- 
dreamed-of sources, and may be called upon at a 
moment’s notice to alter the entire course of their 
lives for national defense or similar reasons. 

Scant wonder then that statistics show that be- 
havior disorders appearing at this age bracket are 
somewhat higher than at other stages in the span 
of life. Drop-outs and breakdowns are all too fre- 
quent, and anyone in the role of guidance and coun- 
seling at the college age level knows how anxious 
most students are to accept competent advice which 
will help them resolve their personal difficulties, of 
whatever kind. 

College men and women can greatly increase their 
chances for successful life on the campus, and peace 
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of mind within, when they accept God’s plan of 
Christian living and seek to work out His will in 
their lives. The college years should normally be a 
time of great development of the mind, and when 
paced by a parallel spiritual growth, a balanced and 
an effective Christian life should lie ahead. 

Many people are unaware of the real threat to 
our national life which the basic problem of mental 
illness poses. Only when we realize its alarming 
extent can we appreciate the vital need for spiritual 
power to grapple with it. 

One governmental agency states that five Amer- 
icans in every hundred will need some type of 
psychiatric care at some period during their life- 
time. The National Mental Health Foundation esti- 
mates that 10 per cent of our population should 
have psychiatric advice or assistance in their lives. 
Medical experts conservatively estimate that there 
are 8.5 million people in America today suffering 
from one form or another of mental disorders. 

During World War II, figures recently released 
reveal that the country’s manpower loss traceable 
to neuropsychiatric disorders was 2,478,000; and 





that a full 37 per cent of the total army discharges 
for medical disabilities were for neuropsychiatric 
causes. 

Sample surveys have revealed that almost a third 
of the cases hospitalized for general medical or sur- 
gical treatment were definitely neurotic. Other sur- 
veys recently made have shown an even higher pre- 
valence of mental disorders, one study revealing 
that almost 40 per cent of the total number of beds 
in our hospitals taken as a whole were for psychi- 
atric patients. 

Need for national action culminated in the early 
post-war period in the passage of the National Men- 
tal Health Act, a milestone of progress in this field. 
But medical experts still estimate that there is a 
shortage today of some 15,000 trained psychiatrists. 


JESUS HEALED MENTAL DISORDERS 
These figures are startling, one might even say 


appalling. But experience has shown that a positive 
Christian faith is not only an effective means of 
coping with the onset of mental maladjustment, but 
greatly assists one so beset in “coming out of it.” 
A study of the life of our Lord will show that many 
of His most amazing acts of healing were performed 
in restoring a balanced mind to those who suffered 
in varying degrees from mental unbalance. 

Medically speaking, there is a wide range of the 
so-called behavior disorders, with symptoms and 
conduct which vary almost as much as physical dis- 
orders. But frequently physical and mental dis- 
orders are combined in what is called a psycho- 
somatic condition. 

We have all had contact with neurotic and psy- 
chotic individuals, and even our little ones are often 
reared among them. (The “psychoses” generally 
speaking are the major mental disorders, while the 
“neuroses” are those of a lesser degree.) 

The gospel message can be one of the most potent 
weapons in dealing with personality disorders and 
breakdowns of the mind. So many of these condi- 
tions take their incipient root in the mind due to 
repressed feelings of guilt, whether recognized or 
not. The individual who has learned a sense of 
divine forgiveness from God, through the work of 
our Lord, will find a relief from tenseness of mind 
which a psychiatrist could hardly ever hope to 
achieve. 


Experience rarely bears out the assertion so of- 
ten made by enthusiasts, faddists or medical the- 
orists that personality can be remade by brain sur- 
geons, dietetics, hormone specialists, neurology or 
Alcoholics Anonymous. The only genuinely trans- 
forming power is that of the Holy Spirit through 
the person and work of our Lord. 

When a normal individual is confronted with a 
problem, whether it be large or small, he will con- 
sciously or unconsciously seek to find a suitable 
solution, or employ some special adjustive tech- 
nique to cope with it. 

Life is forever changing, and learning to adjust 
adequately as we go on in life is a primary need for 
our mental and physical well-being. This is where 
the Christian has an immense advantage. For if he 
is properly growing in grace as he should be, he has 
an ever-growing supply of spiritual resources upon 
which to draw in periods of strain and conflict— 
when perplexing, baffling and hitherto unencoun- 
tered problems suddenly project themselves before 
him and demand solution. The Bible, beside being 
the guidepost to life eternal, is the world’s best 
textbook on mental health. 

God’s Word teaches us how to adapt ourselves, 
or conduct ourselves, in virtually every type of sit- 
uation which we may encounter in this life. The 
sad consequences of the failure of an individual to 
be able to adapt himself to new conditions was well 
illustrated in the second world war, where multi- 
tudes of men were snatched from a thousand civil- 
ian pursuits and literally catapulted into the alien 
environment of military life. Countless tens of 
thousands of those who could not adjust disinte- 
grated mentally and had to be discharged. 


CATEGORIES OF DISORDERS 
Let us briefly look at a few concrete examples 


drawn from various categories of the behavior dis- 
orders. Although the nomenclature and therapy of 
these manifestations is usually regarded as fairly 
modern, the Bible knew all about them centuries 
ago. 

Perhaps the commonest of all the behavior neu- 
roses in our day is the large family of anxiety dis- 
orders. The “worry-wart” might be an apt carica- 
ture of most people today, and this has rightly been 
called the “Age of Anxiety.” 
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The family of anxiety disorders embraces a huge 
and unsavory list of members. There are all shades 
of anxiety, anxiety attacks, depressions, chronic in- 
security, a terrifying list of fifty or more clearly 
recognized phobias, as well as a long list of manias. 

But when we study the Word of God we quickly 
see that anxiety is forbidden the Christian. Our 
Lord admonished, “And which of you by being 
anxious can add a cubit unto the measure of his 
life?” (Luke 12:25). The Apostle Paul tells us, 
“In nothing be anxious” (Phil. 4:6), while Peter 
exhorts us: “Casting all your anxiety upon him, 
because he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7). And as 
for the fifty or more phobias, there is at least one 
“Fear not” in the Bible for every one of them. 


UNBALANCED EMOTIONS 

Another broad category of mental disorders so 
common in our speed-frenzied age are the extensive 
manic-depressive psychoses and neuroses. One 
authority distinguishes more than twenty varieties 
of these, many of which shade one into another, 
while others are mixed types. 


Manic-depressive conduct is exceedingly erratic, 
but is generally characterized by alternating cycles 
of elation and corresponding periods of depression. 
Some of the more common emotional patterns 
manifested in this family of the psychoses are pro- 
found agitation, intense sadness, despair, aggres- 
sive self-assertion, manic excitement, compensatory 
elation and delusions of grandeur. 


When a patient is in one of these “high” moods, 
which may last for days or even weeks, he may con- 
ceive grandiose projects, plan to launch an enter- 
prise of considerable proportions, undertake finan- 
cial transactions of real magnitude, or go out and 
make expensive purchases of one kind or another, 
which the individual in question simply regards as 
befitting the lofty and exalted station in life which 
he is soon to occupy. 

Then all at once the bubble bursts, and he may 
be in the grip of the “blues” of the most indigo 
hue for weeks on end. He feels the bottom has 
fallen out of everything, that everyone’s hand is 
against him, and that life is useless and futile. In 
acute cases these cycles may continue to the point 
where in a fit of intense depression the subject may 
be seized with suicidal or homicidal tendencies, 
and it may be necessary to place him in a special 
ward of a mental hospital. 

Although no Christian is altogether immune to 
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manic-depressive emotions, only the child of God 
may learn to cope with them through inner spir- 
itual resources. We have all had our “mountain 
top” experiences as well as darker hours of tread- 
ing a rocky road “in the valley,” not to mention 
the many other levels between the two extremes. 


The Christian knows that his problem is basically 
a spiritual one, and that he may come boldly be- 
fore the throne of grace in time of need, and find 
sustenance and gain a victory in his darkest hour. 
The Bible swarms with promises to the mentally 
and emotionally harrassed who turn to the Lord in 
their hour of need for help and blessing. 


THE MIND'S ENEMY 

The believer knows that the Adversary is for- 
ever alert for an opening in the form of discour- 
agement, and that “Giant Despair” and “Doubting 
Castle” always stand ready as a threat to the prayer- 
neglecting Christian. It is one of the Adversary’s 
most potent weapons in waging “psychological war- 
fare” against the Christian. 

Guideposts are on almost every page of the Bible 
warning against the feelings of self-importance and 
conceit which are so often the hallmark of the 
manic-depressive. “Mind not high things, but con- 
descend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your 
own conceits,” Paul admonishes us (Romans 12: 
16). And this same Apostle further instructs us: 
“And if any man think himself to be something, 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gala- 
tians 6:3). These and similar warnings, prayer- 
fully heeded, would do much toward keeping a 
person with manic-depressive tendencies on an 
even keel. 

Sometimes a great emotional shock will cause a 
person virtually to cease living in the present, and 
commence reliving the past, or brooding over the 
past. A previous experience or a whole former 
phase of life rivets and monopolizes the attention. 
The story is told of a mother who lost an only 
child, and this loss so completely traumatized her 
that until her dying day she lived in a dream world 
all her own, spending all her time caring for her 
child’s room, clothing and other possessions in a 
most meticulous manner. 

An aggravated form of this tendency is called 
regression, or reversion to an earlier, even an in- 
fantile pattern of conduct. The extreme form of 
regression is termed retrogression, the saddest cases 
of all, where the afflicted individual sits frozen in 
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a fixed position, with knees under chin, and hands 
clasped about them. 


THE DYNAMIC OF GROWTH 

All of this regressive type of conduct, in the 
above forms and many other manifestations, is 
strikingly contrary to the spirit and forward-mov- 
ing character of the Christian faith, which has at 
its core the ideology of growth in Christ: a dynamic 
movement upward (toward God) and outward (to- 
ward others). 


“Forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus,” Paul states (Phil. 
3:13, 14). And our Lord had the same idea in 
mind when he said, “No man, having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God” (Luke 9:62). 


Repression is a term employed by psychiatrists 
to denote the habit of letting unpleasant things sink 
into forgetfulness, although they remain in our sub- 
conscious mind. The Bible teaches us that if we 
have a problem, grievance or trouble that involves 
another person, we should go to him in an honest, 
straightforward way and as best we can, seek to 
settle it, or solve it in a mutually ethical manner. If 
it is something involving the believer and God, solu- 
tion must be sought through prayer and Bible study. 


When the disturbing situation is not settled in the 
way prescribed in the Word of God (and which is 
certainly sound psychology), it remains to prey 
upon the mind. By way of illustrating what we 
mean, we shall relate a brief comparison. 


During the early days of World War II, London 
underwent a terrifying aerial attack from the Ger- 
man Luftwaffe. Time-bombs were dropped which 
were sometimes buried in the ground for months or 
even years, and later on at some unexpected mo- 
ment, they would go off with an ear-shattering ex- 
plosion. 

In like manner, an unpleasant thing—unadjusted, 
unconfessed and unattended to — is often like a 
buried time-bomb — pushed by us into the back- 
ground of the mind — in an attempt to “bury” it. 
Then under an undue strain in some moment of 
stress when an incident occurs which detonates it, 
there is an explosion and a breakdown occurs. 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 


“ 


” 


the issues of life,” the author of Proverbs warns 
(Prov. 4:23). 

There are a whole host of minor behavior malad- 
justment patterns, which in themselves might not be 
sufficiently grave to bring on a breakdown, but tend 
to make us harder persons to live with. Even in this 
area of behavior, the Bible has plenty to say, and 
warn us. Only a few examples will be cited. 

“Projection” is a neat little trick of the mind, 
which we all employ to varying degrees consciously 
or unconsciously. Often innocent enough, it can 
still be the source of much trouble. In the language 
of psychology, projection has been defined as the 
attributing of one’s own characteristics, intentions, 
motives, thoughts or attitudes to others. 

For example, a general in a military skirmish has 
shown poor strategic judgment in an ill-timed offen- 
sive, costly in men, materiel and territory, and may 
blame his subordinates, his line of supply or poor 
marksmanship of his artillery, when the trouble is 
his own incompetence. 


MOTE AND BEAM 

Or in a completely different realm of the home, 
the wife and children perennially get the blame for 
something that is clearly the fault of the father. 
“Why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy broth- 
er’s eye and considerest not the beam that is in thine 
own eye?” Christ asked (Matt. 7:3). 

Rationalization is another of those “little foxes” 
found in the psychiatric lexicon against which the 
Scriptures warn. We do something basically be- 
cause we want to do it, and then invent plausible, 
but meretricious grounds upon which to justify our 
actions. Rationalization, in short, is assigning to 
one’s behavior socially acceptable motives that an 
impartial analysis would not substantiate. 

The story is told of two smokers who were trying 
to justify their addiction to the tobacco habit. “I 
smoke to soothe my jumpy nerves,” said the first. 
“I smoke because I am too lethargic and need a 
stimulant,” explained the second. Both of these rea- 
sons, poles apart, are largely rationalizations, whose 
only object is to justify conduct. Rationalization can 
take a hundred subtle forms, and is highly decep- 
tive, for the man who rationalizes is always the firm- 
est believer in his own assigned motives. 

In this realm, too, God’s Word is the only reli- 
able guide. “There is a way which seemeth right 


(Continued on page 8, column 2) 


HIS, MAY, 1954 





la 


THE FISH THAT 
DISCOVERED WATER 


A FABLE OF THE SOVIETS 


By HARALD BREDESEN 


ie SCIENTISTS at Smolensk University decided 
they would develop a fish that could live out of 
water. 

So, choosing some healthy red herrings, they 
bred, crossbred, hormoned and chromosomed until 
at length they had a fish that could live—at least 
exist—out of water. 

The local Commissar was not satisfied. True, 
these fish had survived till now on rarefied gas, but 
how about reactionary tendencies? He suspected a 
secret yen for water. 

“You, have neglected education,” he said. “Start 
over, and this time do not neglect education.” 

So again they bred, crossbred, hormoned and 
chromosomed, and this time they did not neglect 
education—down to the veriest reflex. 

The result? A red herring that would rather die 
than get its tail wet. The slightest suggestion of 
humidity filled its soul with dread. Thought control 
had done its perfect work, and, with the possible 
exception of the red herring, everyone was happy. 
Surely this year’s Stalin Prize would go to the sci- 
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entists of Smolensk University. 

But the world must see this triumph of Soviet re- 
search. The Commissar who had thought of educa- 
tion must take the fish on tour. 

Somewhere in Czechoslovakia the tragedy oc- 
curred. Quite accidentally, according to the official 
reports, the red herring fell into a pool of water. 

Deep in the green translucent stuff it lay—eyes 
and gills clamped shut—afraid to move lest it be- 
come wetter. And, of course, it could not breathe— 
every reflex said no to that. Never did a fish so wet 
feel more like a fish out of water. 

But there was nothing else to breathe. Only 
water. So the red herring drew a tentative gillful. 

Its eyes bulged. It breathed again. Its jaw flew 
open. It flicked a fin ... then another . . . and 
wiggled with delight. Then it darted away. The fish 
had discovered water!—and with that same kind of 
wonder men, conditioned by a world that rejects 
Him, discover God. 

“For in Him we live and move and have our 


being.” END 


5 





LATIN AMERICA: INVITATION 
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MTO STUDY 


IN THE 


LAND OF TOMORROW 


NAME WITHHELD 


eins MONTHS AGO our Lord spoke to me 
about living for Him in a portion of His vineyard 
other than the United Sates. During an ivcF 
retreat in the rain-drenched California canyon, for 
the first time I had prayed and meant, “At any 
cost, Thy will be done.” 

For years | had pushed overseas work down into 
the depths of the old “forgettery.” Too many mis- 
sionaries who spoke to our gang at Stanford had 
quoted impressive statistics and had put the emo- 
tional “screws” on us. Finally the impression grew 
that a missionary was someone who got shipped 
overseas in response to the need alone. But when 
there was a genuine willingness on my part to allow 
the Lord to live out His thoughts and purposes in 
my life, then He could speak of the places and times 
of His appointment. If I have what is known as a 
“call” it is not to Argentina or Uruguay, but to be 
with Him. 

So this writing finds me in lovely Costa Rica 
(with a perfect Stanford climate), attending an ex- 
cellent language school and praying for entrance 
into the University of Eva Peron in Argentina as a 
student. “Shipped out”? Hardly. Instead my Father 
has said, “My son, I am going with you.” (Cp. 
Exodus 33:14). 

When relatively so few appear to be going abroad 
with the Lord to these Latin American countries, I 


Medical School at Mexico's University City re- 
sembles New York's UN building. At right is 
main lecture hall. Modern campus draws upon 
ancient Aztec designs. 
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wonder if American students are staying at home in 
droves because they’ve only heard cold statistics and 
warm “tear-jerkers.” May I share with you some 
thoughts about what the Lord has been telling me 
during these months? 

Our good neighbors to the south have inherited a 
way of life which, while different from ours in 
many ways, is extremely interesting. Today Latins 
live on what is called ““The Continent of Tomorrow” 
—modernizing developments, cultural and material 
changes are imminent. Much of our effort to reach 
them for Christ has taken men and women to the 
jungle tribes, the deserts, the mountain Indians, but 
few have gone in search of the “up-and-outers.” 

The cultured, educated groups are neglected. 

There are many fine universities but the deadness 
of a superficial and orthodox “‘churchianity” leaves 
students with little of the hope, joy or peace of a 
living Christ. In a vacuum of any positive truth 
they drift toward atheism and communism, but 
mostly to the vast realm of indifference and uncon- 
cern. 

Even though the bonds of personal pride and 
Catholic tradition keep many from going to places 
where they could hear the gospel, would they not 
listen to fellow students whose lives back up the 
message of their lips? My conviction is strong that 
God will use us who go as students enrolled in Latin 
American colleges, living and learning and sharing 
side by side with those for whom He died. 

Have you seriously considered being a student 
abroad, living with and reaching students for our 
Lord? Praying and being an example that they 
might grow into Christian maturity? Helping to 
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Dominating the campus of Mexico’s 
fabulous University City is the 35- 
foot statue of former president 
Miguel Aleman. In the background 
is the library. Photo by United 
Press. 


plant an indigenous work so that a fellowship will 
be nourished by the Lord, winning others, keeping 
alive a world-wide vision? Why not take academic 
work in your own field? We’ve much to learn from 
these people. 

Right now you are either a missionary or a mis- 
sion field. If you are not living for your Lord on 
your own campus, please don’t waste your energy 
planning to do it “in the future when I’m on the 
field” with seminary training, an equipment show- 
er and a big, wide ocean at your back. And remem- 
ber that too many of us have been sitting around 
waiting for the Lord to move us when 1900 years 
ago He said to “Go”! A ship at anchor or adrift 
' cannot be guided—it must first get underway. You 
need just as much of a “call” to be a mechanic, a 
farmer, a pastor at home as you do to go abroad. 
Why? Because first of all we are called to be with 
Him. Jesus appointed twelve to be with Him and 
then to go out empowered with His Presence (Mark 
3). What a testimony is the one word “Nothing!” 
as a unanimous response to the Lord’s question, 
“Lacked ye anything?” 

“At any cost” may mean loss of family, friends, 
a girl or a fellow who won't put the Lord first, 
familiar ways of living and only to go to a land 
where Americans are considered ill-mannered and 
materialistic. But our appointment is to be with 
Him and to go with Him wherever He takes us. 
Where should a redeemed child rather be? Won't 
you pray about this—studying and living for Christ 
in our own hemisphere? Get the best information 
you can about countries in which you are inter- 
ested; consult the International Institute of Edu- 
cation; read an excellent book about living with 
other peoples and the practical difficulties of learn- 
ing the language and customs (Behind the Ranges 
by Fraser is excellent). 

Pray that God will give you companions in 


prayer—fellow 1vcFers, parents, friends. And when 
you arrive at the place of His appointment, you will 
rejoice to find He has gone before and His own 
have prayed for you. What a joy it is to my heart 
this week to learn that the students in the University 
of Buenos Aires had already prayed that God would 
start a witness at the University of Eva Peron—the 
very place I’d prayed about! And I’d thought I 
was all alone and seven thousand miles away. 


This has been my concern. Please talk to the 
Lord about His concern for you. END 


A MIND AT WAR WITH ITSELF 
(Continued from page 4) 


unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Prov. 14:12). 


Emotional displacement has caused every one of 
us at one time or another much woe. Displacement 
is the shifting of emotion from one object to an- 
other, in situations wholly unrelated. For example, 
one may be snappish with a roommate at night be- 
cause of trouble with a chem experiment in the 
afternoon. A narrow escape from a traffic accident 
at noon may color the entire rest of the day, making 
one jumpy and irritable in subsequent situations 
which have nothing whatever to do with automo- 
biles or jaywalking. Sometimes merely an errant 
thought will start a train of associations in our 
minds which leave us excitable and upset. 


Displacement may even be a process which spans 
the years conduct-wise. Frequently it is traceable 
to bad handling from misunderstanding parents. 
Either a father or a mother, for example, may so 
greatly exceed normal parental discipline that he or 
she is a veritable domestic tyrant, imposing implicit 
servility on the children, and others with whom the 
person comes in contact, giving them no scope for 
personal decisions. 


Children of such parents, or a dominating single 
parent, when they grow up do not run around get- 
ting mad at the father or mother, but they may be 
against law and order, or the school teacher, or the 
authority of the church. But the Bible admonishes 
parents to treat their children with consideration as 
well as discipline, and Christ exalts authority in its 
proper place (Matt. 22:21). 


The victim of emotional displacement is unpop- 
ular and unwanted wherever he is. The best anti- 
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dote for combating this ingrained tendency is a 
God-centered life and a Bible-centered mind. Then 
we won’t go around taking it out on the other fel- 
low, with the traditional chip on our shoulder. 


Psychiatry tells us that compensation is the act 
or result of seeking a substitute for something un- 
acceptable or unattainable. Perhaps in some field 
of endeavor, or due to some phystcal cause, we have 
a certain sense of “inferiority.” But the so-called 
inferiority complex, if used rightly, may not be a 
handicap at all. 


Every year psychology seems to stress the impor- 
tance of motivation more and more. Motivation is 
the key to so much of our “drive” as well as accom- 
plishment, and proper motivation may completely 
overshadow a real handicap, or an inferiority com- 
plex. Faith in God’s power and study of His Word 
should motivate the Christian to the point where he 
loses sight of his own weaknesses. 


Milton was nearly blind when he wrote some of 
his great masterpieces, including Paradise Re- 
gained. When Glen Cunningham was a little boy, 
he was told that he would not be able to walk, but 
he gritted his teeth, and went on to become one of 
America’s great milers. 


St. Paul was one of the greatest “spiritual ath- 
letes” of all time. From what we know of him, he 
must have been small of stature, had great difficulty 
with his sight, and might have been in appearance 
a physically weak man, but he found out that he 
could have boundless energy and strength in Christ. 
“For when I am weak, then am I strong,” he wrote 
(If Cor. 12:10b). Paul found that God’s strength 
is made perfect in weakness (II Cor. 12:9). 


So many of the deep-seated human urges, drives 
and innate emotional responses, if rightly harnessed 
and given proper direction, can be used for all that 
is highest and best in life, as the Bible teaches. 
Otherwise they may become stepping-stones to a 
warped personality or a blasted life. 


One of the great drives in life is sex. This drive 
when rightly harnessed can be a great creative force 
to produce works of art, literature, music, inven- 
tion, scientific discovery and achievement in every 
other field. Our minds must be properly directed 
to gain these higher goals. The Bible tells us that 
as a person “thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 


By sublimation on a Christian scale, impatience 
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becomes compassion, fear becomes “nerve,” and 
our frailty or weakness becomes God’s opportunity 
to demonstrate to the world what He can do with a 
consecrated yielded life. 


Books have been written on how to abolish an- 
xiety and how to stop worrying, but if they do not 
take into account God’s plan for peace of mind, they 
are not sufficient. The same might be said for any 
other scheme of therapy for producing mental 
health, which seeks to gain this end without taking 
cognizance of the spiritual conditions involved, as 
shown so clearly in God’s Word. 


There is a definite role in the great drama of life 
for each of God’s children to fill. Through prayer, 
Bible study and reflection, we should seek with all 
our energy to find that place. When we have found 
it, we will not find our life free from problems and 
difficulties, but we will have mental peace and com- 
posure which flow from the knowledge of being in 
the center of God’s will. 

Our God is in the serious business of producing 
men and women of Christian character and courage 
in this world, and perfecting them in the image of 
His Son, whose mind was the epitome of peace. We 
are saved through the atoning work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and are possessors of eternal life here 
and now if we accept Him (John 5:24). 


We can be confident that it is the Lord’s will that 
our minds be calm and serene, for St. Paul writes, 
“God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (II Tim. 
1:7). As His children, we can rest secure in the 
knowledge that nothing can affect our lives here be- 
low unless it has passed through the will of God. 


Neither will He permit us to be burdened with 
more than we can bear. He is with us not only in 
the heights, but in the “valley of the shadow.” A 
dynamic Christian faith will render us fearless and 
buoyant. Christians need to bear in mind the spir- 
itual advice given in Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.” 


Any one with tendencies toward anxiety or de- 
pression should spend at least thirty minutes to an 
hour a day in Bible study, carefully memorizing 
passages such as Joshua 1:5-9. He will soon have 
an arsenal of Scripture texts at his command to 
combat doubts and fears. Faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the most potent weapon available to man 
in combating a breakdown of mind or spirit. END 


9 





‘em: IS SUCH A THING as the anointing and 
filling of the Spirit of God. 

Jesus Christ was one with the Spirit before the 
worlds were made. He was begotten of the Holy 
Spirit. But He waited for thirty years before He 
essayed to bind up one broken heart, before He 
preached deliverance to the captive and the open- 
ing of the prison to the bound. 

e Jesus waited at Nazareth, wandering on the hills. 
aod qnoin & When the winds came around Him from the east 
they bore the cry of dying populations. But He 

did not go to help them. And when the west wind 

blew from over Greece and Rome and Alexandria 

in Egypt, laden with the cry, “Come over and help 

us,” He did not go, because in His human nature 

He had not received the anointing. Finally He 

went down to the Jordan valley and stood beneath 

the open sky, and the Spirit like a dove came and 

hovered over Him and He said: “The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me.” 

Now, if Jesus did not attempt to bind up broken 
hearts or preach the gospel, though He was con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghost, until He had received 
the anointing, are we not very foolish to attempt 
to do the same work without that anointing? If 
He wanted it, don’t we? He told the Church to 
wait for it. And He anoints the Church, and He 
anoints every individual of the Church, if the in- 


F. B. Meyer, New Testament scholar and Christian 
leader of fifty years ago, says that our longing 
for more in the Christian life will be 


satisfied as we receive a Person 
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dividual so seeks it. Have you ever sought for it? 

I know you are regenerate; I know that you 
have been sanctified by the indwelling Spirit, that 
you have many promptings and desires to serve 
God. I am glad it is so. But have you ever re- 
ceived the Spirit of God as an anointing? I don’t 
ask you if you have had a distinct experience. Some 
of us don’t remember ever being converted. It is 
quite possible not to have an experience of the an- 
ointing. You may not be able to put your hand 
upon that hour or that place in your life when you 
stood beneath the open sky and received the anoint- 
ing. But with all the fervor and simplicity which I 
can possibly command at this moment, I ask with 
the most vehement and intense earnestness, do you 
know what it is to receive the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost? Because if you don’t, you are trying 
to do God’s work without the one power by which 
that work can effectively be done. 

Concerning the anointing, there are these propo- 
sitions —I think Andrew Murray stated some of 
them, but I will slightly modify them. 

(1) There is such a blessing to be had as the 
anointing of the Spirit. That is proved by Christ’s 
experience, by the waiting of the Church at Pente- 
cost, by the experience of Samaria which rejoiced 
in Christ and then afterward received the Spirit, 
by the experience of Acts 19, where the apostle 
said to disciples—regenerate souls—-“Have ye re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit since ye believed?” There 
is such a blessing to be had as the anointing. 

(2) That blessing is for me. That is proved by 
Acts 2:39, where Peter says, “The promise”—oh, 
what words!—‘“the promise”—this promise of the 
Spirit—‘is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off’—Gentiles in the present cen- 
tury—‘“even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call.” If God has called you, the promise is for 
you. There is such a thing. It is for me. 

(3) “I don’t have the anointing. I either had 
it once and lost it. or I have never had it. But I 
don’t have it.” 

How do you know you don’t have it? Why, you 
may know you don’t have it when Jesus is not real 
to you, when the Bible is not interesting to you, 
when you have no power over sin, when you have 
no converting power over other men, when you 
live a life of fitful emotion. Those are five proofs 
that you don’t have the Spirit’s anointing. You 
don’t have it? Then confess it, and sadly, in the 
depths of your heart at this moment say, “Good 
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God, it is for me, but I am fool enough not to 
have it. There is such a blessing; it is for me; I 
haven’t got it.” 

(4) “I am hungry for it.” 

Oh, blessed hunger that may be satisfied! 

(5) “I am prepared to make any sacrifice to 
obtain it.” 

“What is in the way? You are prepared to sacri- 
fice it?” 

“Yes, anything. I tell you I don’t mind the cost, 
I must have it.” 

“You shall have it.” 

(6) “I give myself to Christ that He may fill me.” 

Ah! it is the touch of the Spirit of Christ. It 
is He who baptizes with the Holy Ghost. 

“I give myself to Christ that He may fill me with 
the Spirit and anoint me with Him.” 

(7) “I take the Spirit’s anointing by faith.” Ga- 
latians 3:14, “That we might receive the promise 
of the Spirit through faith.” 

“I do now take it.” 

Will you forgive me if I seem egotistic, and let 
me tell you how I received the Spirit’s anointing 
the first time? May we all receive it together. I 
was very hungry for it. I knew I hadn’t received 
the best. I had no power with man and little with 
God. I went to a great convention of Christian 
people [at Keswick, England] in the hope that I 
would hear about it. And they spoke much con- 
cerning it, and the more I heard the more I wanted 
it. They said they would have a prayer meeting 
on Friday night at nine o’clock to get it. 

I went to the prayer meeting and stayed there 
until about eleven o’clock, and I got no nearer to 
it. There was a great deal of noise and singing, 
and men cried “Hallelujah,” but it didn’t seem to 
help me. At last I could stand it no more and I 
crept out of the tent, under the curtain, and away 
out into the dark night along a lonely road that led 
out of the little town. 

Stars were shining—I can see them now, clouds 
drifting across them, letting a shower of rain now 
and then fall upon my upturned face—and I took 
the way up to the hills. Presently I got far up 
among the hills, with the heaven above and the 
mountains around and the gleam of the lake in the 
distance. I walked about there and said, “My God, 
if there is a man in all this place that wants the 
anointing of the Holy Ghost it is I; but how to 
get it I don’t know.” 

And a voice said—I am sure | shall find some 





day in heaven the angel that said the word—‘‘As 
you took forgiveness from the hands of the dying 
Christ, take the anointing from the hands of the 
living Christ.” 

I had taken forgiveness years before from the 
hand of the Crucified, and I now had to take the 
same blessed Spirit from the hand of the Risen 
One, the Christ. (The word Christ means anointed; 
it is He who anoints. The High Priest anoints the 
priests, the King anoints the kings, the Prophet 
anoints the prophets.) 

So I stood still and said, “My God, as I breathe 
in this deep breath of the air I breathe in my 
spirit the filling and anointing of the most Holy 
Spirit.” I waited and just opened my whole heart, 
as I want you to do now. “I throw all my heart 
open to the Spirit of God; come in Pentecostal 
power and anoint me, fill me and witness with me 
in all my future life.” Just that one act, one act 
in the last five minutes, may change your life as it 
did mine. I have always been different since then. 


I turned to go down the hill, and as I went, a 
mocking voice said, “You are a fool, you have 
nothing.” 


I said, “I have.” 
The voice replied, “You haven't.” 
“T have; I know I have.” 


The voice said, “How do you know? Do you 
feel it?” 
“No, I don’t.” 


“Then how do you know you have it?” 


“I know I have it because I reckon on God's 
faithfulness. He would never bring me to the point 
to claim a thing, and then tantalize me by with- 
drawing it. | took it by faith, and I have it, and 
I am going to keep it by faith.” 

When I got back down to Keswick a number of 
clergymen were standing around. They said, “Well, 
did you have a good time?” 

“IT don’t feel much.” 

They replied, “Then you haven’t got much.” 

“That doesn’t follow. I have got it all.” 

“How do you know?” they asked. 

“I know. I have learned a lesson today to take 
the Spirit of God by faith.” 

We had a talk about it, and I found out that 
they reckoned they were filled with the Spirit and 


(Continued on page 15, column 2) 
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By WILLIAM ALLEN AS TOLD TO MARGARET CLARKSON 


H EY BILL,” someone called down the hall, “some of us psych majors are going into town tonight to 
psychoanalyze the people who go to revival services. Want to come along?” 


To Bill Allen, third year psychology student at a Midwestern denominational college, the idea sounded 
all right. 


Brought up in a nominally Christian home, Bill had gone to church all his life, had even known 
family prayers during his boyhood, but somehow he had never come into contact with the true gospel. 
After coming to college, what Christian faith he previously had was rapidly dissipated. Lectures cast 
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ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 


It will probably not much matter what you decide upon doing; for most men sink at 
length to the degree of stupor necessary for contentment in their different estates. . . . 
Their minds sink to the proper level; their honour easily accepts the custom of the trade. 
I wish you may find degeneration no more painful than your neighbours, soon sink into 
apathy, and be long spared in a state of respectable somnambulism from the grave to 


which we haste. 


doubts at the Bible or subtly ridiculed it. Psy- 
chology profs probed the workings of the human 
mind, strove to measure and define human person- 
ality and behavior, but belittled or denied the idea 
of an immortal soul. 

Active in athletics and with a full schedule of 
‘studies, Bill became less and less interested in spir- 
itual matters. His church attendance became spor- 
adic, then stopped altogether. If ever his mind had 
turned to thoughts of prayer, it turned no more. 
The Bible was a closed book, only to be derided. 
God was non-existent, or at least far off. Life was 
full, rich and fleeting, and it was to be lived to the 
utmost. This was the fellow who heard the laugh- 
ing, careless invitation to attend a revival service, 
and just as carelessly accepted it. 

“Sure, Chet,” said Bill. “That sounds like a pret- 
ty good idea. I don’t know what’s behind all that 
religious stuff, but let’s go and see if we can figure 
out what kind of psychos they are.” 

So the fellows set out for town and the little mis- 
sion hall. What they did not know was that the re- 
cently converted mother of Bill Allen’s girl friend 
was praying earnestly and intensely for Bill’s sal- 
vation. 

Hoping to slip unnoticed into seats where they 
could see easily, they entered the small, plain build- 
ing. But they were met at the door and welcomed 
with an open sincerity whose reality could not be 
denied. Somewhat embarrassed and annoyed by the 
welcome, yet impressed by its honesty, they found 
seats in various parts of the hall. 

As the service progressed, they found much to 
occupy their attention. Each time a fervent “amen” 
or “hallelujah” was heard, the students eagerly 
scanned the speaker, seeking to analyze his emo- 
tions and the reasons for his word. 

Bill’s attention was focused on an attractive 
young woman who seemed thoroughly overjoyed 
with her religious experience. “What can there be 
about religion that gives them such a thrill?” he 
thought. 

“They're nuts!” murmured his buddy; but inside 
himself, Bill began to wonder. There was no mis- 
taking the reality and warmth of these people. 


tg 


Crazy or not, they had something that made them 
happy. Could he, Bill Allen say the same? 

The meetings continued all week, and each night 
the psychology majors observed with keen attention, 
filling their minds with terse, brittle analyses of the 
phenomena before them. They seemed to have all 
the answers, to be able to type every emotion, cate- 
gorize each reaction. Yet could there be something 
in the people before them that defied their analysis, 
some subtle quality of heart or soul that escaped 

‘their comprehension ? 

“What did you think of it, Bill?” asked one of 
the fellows when it was over. 

“I hardly know,” answered Bill a little slowly. 
“They're fanatics, of course—off the deep end about 
religion. But I have to admit this: if there is any- 
thing to religion, if there is a God, these folks must 
know Him. They may be crazy, but they are the 
happiest, the sincerest and the most holy people I’ve 
ever met in my life. There’s something about them 
that’s real—what it is, I don’t know.” 

And it was some time before Bill discovered the 
meaning of the warm, heartfelt reality that he had 
witnessed that week. 

In 1941 Bill was graduated and entered the life 
insurance business with Fidelity Mutual. A year 
later he was setting the pace for insurance salesmen 
with the greatest volume of business for men under 
thirty in all companies. Married, he settled in Day- 
ton (Ohio) giving his life entirely to the pursuit of 
money, success, pleasure and material gain. Along 
with drinking, gambling and other amusements, 
church attendance helped to promote Bill Allen’s 
business contacts and acceptability. Although by 
now an avowed atheist,*Bill had found that church 
contacts could result in increased business, and so 
he played the field for what it was worth. Came the 
day when, for business reasons, he accepted the 
superintendency of the youth department of the 
Sunday school, although he quite frankly disbe- 
lieved in the existence of any God. 

But God had not forgotten the existence of Bill 
Allen; and his mother-in-law continued to pray 
faithfully for his salvation. 

Despite himself, Bill, the brilliantly successful 
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go-getter, had to admit at times that deep in his 
heart there lay a dissatisfaction, a need for he knew 
not what, and that neither his psychology nor his 
success could solve the problem. For the Spirit of 
God, whose love and warmth he had first witnessed 
among the simple attendants at the mission revival 
services, was striving with the spirit of Bill Allen. 

Yet, when his mother-in-law one day urged the 
‘ young Allens to come to special evangelistic services 
at her church, they agreed to attend one service only 
on condition that she promise never to ask them to 
special meetings again. Accepting the challenge, the 
faithful woman gave herself unsparingly to prayer. 

That evening, for the first time in his life, Bill 
Allen heard the message of the New Birth. As the 
preacher dwelt upon John 3:3 (“Except a man be 
born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God’) 
God spoke to Bill Allen. For two days and two 
nights the battle raged. A four-hour interview with 
the evangelist was followed for the first time in his 
life by a prolonged and completely honest searching 
of the Scriptures. One by one Bill’s defenses were 
broken down. His barriers of doubt, self-righteous- 
ness, ambition and pride were swept away before 
the floodtide of the love of God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. That evening Bill publicly declared his faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

So a new life began for Bill Allen, and before 
long for his wife. Today as pastor of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance Church of Rochester (New 
York), Bill Allen is a thoroughly happy man. END 


HOW GOD ANOINTS FOR SERVICE 
(Continued from page 12) 


anointed when they felt much, while I hadn’t had 
the feeling to start with, and whether the feeling 
went or came didn’t matter much; I was going to 
reckon by faith. There we talked about it in the 
dark. And a young Scotchman, a Glasgow man, 
said, “May I ask a word sir?” 


“Certainly.” 


“Well, sir, you have been talking a good deal 
about feeling the Spirit or not feeling the Spirit. 
I am sure that feeling is not the gauge of it, but” 
—he said—“the presence of Christ. When I have 
most of the Spirit I have most of Jesus. If ever I 
lose the sense of the presence of Christ half an 
hour in my place of business I go into my count- 
ing room and lock the door and kneel down and 
say, ‘Spirit of God, what have I done to grieve 
Thee, that Thou hast withdrawn the sense of the 
presence of Christ?’ ” 


And we all said, “That is it, you have hit the 
nail on the head this time. It is Jesus we want, and 


when we are filled with the Spirit of God we are 
filled with Jesus.” 


That was a revelation to me—that I could receive 
the Spirit by faith. I don’t know how many hun- 
dreds of times in my life since then I have taken it; 
I keep taking it all the time. Let us now receive 
Him—not it—Him to be the anointing. END 
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8 Beware lest any man 
poil you through phi 

ophy and vain deceit, 

. ter the tradition of men, 

@, after the rudiments of the 
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ot Minnesota 


This mathematics professor is an example of what 


God is doing through men and women willing to serve 


Him on university faculties. By MEL LARSON 


7 UNIVERSITY of Minnesota campus sprawls 
across 308 acres of land in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, the mighty Mississippi river winding along 
the fringe of the Minneapolis side. Eighteen thou- 
sand students move in and out of its hundreds of 
buildings, absorbing in varying degrees the teach- 
ings of 2,400 faculty members. 

It’s a mammoth place. Its football stadium seats 
65,000, its field house 18,000. It’s one of the largest 
universities in the nation, from the standpoint of 
enrollment. 

The key to any school’s greatness lies in its 
faculty. Minnesota is no exception. The men and 
women who handle the teaching duties at this edu- 
cational center are an exceptional lot, with many 
of world-wide rank in their fields. 

Over in the mathematics department you'll find a 
man named Dr. Robert H. Cameron, representing 
1/2400th of the Minnesota faculty. Room 100, 
Folwell Hall. Professor of mathematics, formerly 
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Cam- 
bridge (Mass.) until 1945. 

If you should walk into Folwell Hall some day 
during class and look up front for Dr. Cameron, 
you might be disappointed. The class would be 
small—only a handful of graduate students. 

He doesn’t teach many undergraduate classes; in 
fact, has taught only three since coming to Minne- 
sota in 1945. 

He spends much time helping individuals aiming 
at coveted doctor’s degrees, and already at least 
fifteen have added pu.p. after their names under 
his direction. 
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You need but take a look at the Chauvent prize 
for having written the top expository math paper 
of 1945 to realize that he has national stature. Or 
to find that he has had published thirty articles in 
the mathematics field. 

But more important to Dr. Cameron than those 
recognitions is his personal relationship to Christ. 
That was settled at Cornell University, Ithaca 
(N.Y.), in the fall of 1925. 

“Tl was a freshman,” Dr. Cameron explains, “and 
had been referred by my Sunday school teacher in 
a New York suburb to a couple of students there. 
He thought I was a Christian. I knew I was not. 

“When the two fellows told me all I had to do to 
be converted was to believe in Christ, that it was 
all grace and not by works, it seemed too easy and 
simple. That Christ had paid it all was too good. | 
told them I could then go right on sinning. They 
told me I wouldn’t want to sin as a Christian. 

“I didn’t make my decision that day. But later, 
at a dormitory Bible session, a big fellow who 
looked like a football player explained a portion of 
Scripture and gave a warm testimony which made a 
lot of sense. 

“I thought, ‘If God can do that for him, He can 
for me, too.’ 

“IT made my decision right there, but didn’t say 
anything about it for a week. I had some doubts 
that week, and when I mentioned it at the next Bible 
study session, one fellow explained that doubts did 
not cause us to be lost. Then it was that real as- 
surance of salvation came.” 


Four years later, graduation. Bob Cameron 
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FORMER PRESIDENT DWIGHT 


of Yale was discussing academic freedom. “It has 
always been my experience that those teachers 
who are religious never mention it in the class- 
room whereas those who are antagonistic to reli- 
gion are always talking about it to the students.” 
—FROM WM. LYONS PHELPS’ Autobiography. 


started summer school, with his master’s degree in 
mind. He taught part time. That fall, at a football 
game, the head of the department asked him if he 
would teach full time. 

He’s been as it ever since. 

The doctor’s degree came in 1932. Later, while 
studying at Brown University at Providence (R. I.) 
he took night classes at the Providence Bible Insti- 
tute. In 1934, he moved to the Institute of Advanced 
Studies at Princeton (N. J.). In 1935, he was hired 
by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology as an 
instructor, and when he moved to Minnesota in °45, 
he attained full professorship status. 


The young married couples’ Sunday school class 
he teaches at Central Free Church in Minneapolis 
has had to move four times to make room for new 
people coming in. It now meets in the largest avail- 
able place—the main auditorium. 

He’s on the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
chapter’s advisory board, serves on a faculty Chris- 
tian group which arranges forums to interest other 
teachers. 


Opportunities to witness for Christ on campus? 
“Endless,” he says. “I give a gospel booklet to 


people I contact. If they show an interest, I tell 
them of Christ. 


-“Many are invited to the Inter-Varsity meetings. 
I often have the privilege of telling my conversion 
experience to the graduate students with whom I 
work. My Jewish friends are often interested in an 
article my wife wrote about the Holy Land and in 
hearing how God has answered prayer in my own 
work.” 

Dr. Cameron had an unforgettable experience in 
World War II, when he worked part time for the 
Navy at New York University, commuting regu- 
larly between New York and Cambridge. 

“One time,” he recalls, “I worked for a month on 
a problem. I had the outline of the answer, but 
could not get the details. I was so completely stuck 
that I was beaten. I left the library for my office, 


discouraged and ready to resign from that phase of 
my work. 

“I got down on my knees in my office and started 
to pray. I opened the Bible to Daniel 2:28, “There 
is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets...’ | 
told God unless He gave me help in this baffling 
problem I would have to give up. I asked Him to 
reveal it to me and promised that if He did so I 
would acknowledge it in public at a proper time. 
To show God I meant business, I wrote the prayer 
down. 


“T went back to the library, took down the same 
book, read the same pages, went over the same 
formulas—and in a few minutes knew how to put 
them together to solve the problem!” 


On another occasion, when the answer again 
evaded him, he packed his suitcase, got on the train 
to New York, prayed as the wheels clicked along, 
got enough faith to open the same books. 


The answer came. He got to New York, spent the 
entire night in his hotel room writing it up. The 
next day, without a wink of sleep, he gave a satis- 
factory report. 


You can’t help but like this Minnesota math pro- 
fessor. The deep thinking runs alongside a rich 
sense of humor. He’s an amateur juggler and has 
entertained his Bible class at some of their socials. 
His wife, whom he met at a Keswick (N. J.) con- 
ference in 1929, and married two years later, is 
chairman of the Women’s Missionary Society at 
their church. They have two daughters. 


Dr. Cameron sees a need for Christian profs to 
counteract the influence of teachers who more or 
less undermine the faith of students. He is happy 
that there are a number of Christian professors at 
Minnesota and enjoys prayer fellowship with them. 

Christian profs can open their offices to students 
for meetings, as he did while at M.1.T. in Boston. 
They also can explain to students how science often 
is misused or misinterpreted. 

“But the most fruitful ministry,” the man of for- 
mulas would tell you, “is in winning students to 
Christ through entertaining them in your home. 
Foreign students especially are lonely.” 

And to illustrate, he would tell you of a Christ- 
mas card from a Chinese student formerly at M.1.T. 
Cameron had witnessed to him and after moving to 
Minnesota had lost contact with the student. But, 
apparently as an indication that Cameron’s witness 

(Continued on page 20, column 2) 
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As all experience is partially subjective, the charge is often made 
that the Christian experience is wholly subjective, or that there may 
be other equally valid and complete ways of knowing God. Can the 
Christian present any proof to the contrary which may not be ex- 
plained away as the psychological result of his Christian belief? All 
the obvious answers to the question seem to leave one in the sub- 
jective dilemma which prompted it—(Ontario). 


THE CURRENTLY POPULAR emphasis on subjectiv- 
ism is largely a result of “existentialism” as set 
forth by Sartre and others. This affirms, among 
other things, the actuality of being before any def- 
inition of it (“‘existence” before “‘essence”), and 
the unavoidable presence of one’s self in any search 
for knowledge. This denies therefore the possibil- 
ity of real objectivity in any learning experience. 

One of the most serious problems in connection 
with this viewpoint occurs when neo-orthodox 
thinkers take this emphasis on subjective knowl- 
edge and thereby seem to invalidate the objectivity 
of Biblical statements. Taking a long jump we are 
brought to the core of the question before us. If 
there is no objective certainty, how can I know that 
Christianity is true except as it appears so to me? 

We might mention here that if Jesus’ words are 
true, then there are no other “complete” ways of 
knowing God, for He said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life; no man comes to the Father but by 
me” (John 14:6). This is not to deny other “valid” 
ways of knowing God. Romans 1:18ff points out 
that there are aspects of God knowable by observa- 
tion of the created universe: His deity and His 
power. Everyone can have a “valid” knowledge of 
God; no one has a “complete” knowledge of Him; 
but those who will to do so may have a sufficient 
knowledge, complete as far as God has willed to 
reveal Himself. 

Returning to the basic problem of subjectivity, 
let us carry the problem to fields other than phi- 
losophy. Psychology also deals with the learning 
process and with possible explanations of religious 
experience. Can religion and the Christian experi- 
ence be demonstrated to be the product of wish 
projection, escapism and compulsion neuroses? If 
there is no objective reality, then we may find an 
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explanation in these terms. 

Perhaps a good many religions owe their exis- 
tence to just such causes. Of course at this point 
we are entering the field of historical anthropology. 
There are many differing views on the origin of 
religion—those of Miiller, Tyler, Codrington, Durk- 
heim, Malinowski and others. Suppose dreams, a 
desire to manipulate the forces of nature, the fear 
of “wonderful power” in the universe, or other 
factors were influential in the development of some 
religions; suppose the “varieties of religious ex- 
perience” have some psychological explanation; 
suppose man does receive knowledge subjectively 
and in his own categories: does all this rule out 
the existence of God, His movements in history, the 
teachings and activity of Jesus? 

The following contrast may point out the validity 
of the Christian message and therefore of the Chris- 
tian experience. This is one possible direct answer 
to our basic question. 

Contemporaneous with the rise of Christianity 
were a number of cults known as “mystery reli- 
gions.” They were extremely popular because the 
people, no longer captivated by the formal state 
worship, wanted something that provided purifica- 
tion from sin, union with divine power and conse- 
quent immortality. Some superficial aspects were 
so similar to Christianity that some scholars class 
them together and others have imagined that Chris- 


*You are invited to submit questions pertaining 
to Christian living, classroom or textbook state- 
ments, Biblical or doctrinal matters, personal 
problems. Questions are treated as confidential 
and in certain instances are answered by direct 
correspondence. Address Editor, His magazine, 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois. 





tianity had its real roots in these pagan cults. The 
point in mentioning the “mysteries” is this: they 
provided a response to the needs and hopes of their 
followers, but they had no objective historical veri- 
fication. Demeter, Dionysus, Osiris, Cybele, Mithra 
—ali were mythical figures. The gods “suffered” 
—mythically; the gods were resurrected—mythic- 
ally. Jesus Christ suffered before the eyes of His 
contemporaries, not in dim ages gone by. His res- 
urrection was afirmed by people immediately—not 
as a developed tale centuries later—and by people 
who claimed they had seen Him, talked with Him, 
watched Him eat, and who were invited even to 
touch Him as a demonstration that He was not a 
spirit. Nobody ever touched Osiris! During Jesus’ 
career and immediately afterward, His personal 
acquaintances jotted down notes and circulated 
quotations and incidents from His life. “This thing 
was not done in a corner,” said Paul in court. 
But Jesus was still further rooted in objective 
history, for He did not suddenly appear on the 
scene as the prophet of a new religion. He affirmed 
the religion of centuries. He came in a historical 
Jewish context religiously as well as culturally. As 
archaeology clears away the mist from the Old Tes- 
tament and we see more and more of the Hebrew 
history affirmed from other sources, we are brought 
face to face with the cause of the amazing history 
of the Jews. When we read “Thus saith the Lord” 
in the Old Testament we may evaluate it subjec- 
tively, but we cannot subjectively dismiss its ex- 
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istence as a claim nor the context of its ulterance 
historically. And, incidentally, there are some 
2.400 times when in the verifiable historical situ- 
ation a contemporary affirmed that God had not 
only acted but spoken. 

Some say that faith is a leap in the dark, a sub- 
jective experience. The Christian believes it is a 
step confidently taken in the trail of thousands of 
footprints on the historical sands.—WALTER LIEFELD 
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CAMERON OF MINNESOTA 

(Continued from page 18) 
was effective, the Chinese fellow penned a note on 
the Christmas card saying that he had joined a 
church and was taking his children with him. 

“Teaching is like any other work,” he explains. 
“If you live a sincere Christian life, people will 
come to you for help when they are in trouble. Then 
Jesus can speak through you.” 

In days ahead, when you think of the University 
of Minnesota, don’t think only of its good football 
teams, its great student body, its excellent teaching 
staff. Think also that among its thousands of fac- 
ulty members is a soul-winning Christian professor, 
a man whose mind ranks him with the top mathe- 
maticians of our country but who knows better than 
anything else the formula for a happy life: faith in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

Or, as one Jewish professor said on leaving for 
a job in Israel: “If there ever was a Christian 
gentleman, that man is Robert Cameron.” END 

(Copyright 1954 by Power. Reprinted by Permission.) 
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HALLWAY TO FAILURE 


By H. RICHARD GODIN 


Bin FINALS ... when my cold is gone I'll get 
up early for a quiet time .. . I’m not ready for 
group prayer... I'll read that during summer 
vacation. 

Ever hear that? Ever say that? You might ask 
yourself when anyone is ready for group prayer, 
for Christian testimony, or for anything else you 
put off until the future. Through the subtle entrance 
of procrastination many Christians are led from 
fellowship with God, and many non-Christians are 
deadened to forgiveness of sin and salvation. 

Certainly there are instances when one must have 
patience and wait for God’s will to be revealed; but 
by no stretch of the imagination does that mean 
ceasing all activity including communion with God. 
Sometimes a step taken in faith is necessary to re- 
veal God’s will to us. The Christian life has been 
compared to a “walk,” but you can’t walk if you 
don’t take a step. 

What you did yesterday, and what you will do 
tomorrow, are not nearly so important as what you 
do today. If you haven’t had regular private devo- 
tions, the time to begin them is now, not in the 
uncertain future. 

Jesus told the parable of a rich farmer who plan- 
ned to build new barns for his increased goods, and 
then “eat, drink and be merry.” “But God said 
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unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided?” 

Even though today may not be your last day, 
what you put off may never be done, for continued 
laxity dulls the need. An automobile that remains 
unused in the garage for many weeks develops a 
dead battery. In the same way, a Christian who 
procrastinates about prayer soon becomes spirit- 
ually dead and unfruitful. 

It is strange that, though procrastination prom- 
ises only defeat, we choose to put things off far 
more often than we may realize. How much Chris- 
tian literature have you bought and never read? 
How many unconfessed sins are you harboring? 
How many people are there to whom you owe an 
apology? How many letters do you owe that friend 
who is interested in Christianity ? 

Paradoxically. we overlook procrastination in 
ourselves, but are very quick to recognize and con- 
demn it in the lives of others. 

“All right,” you say, “I admit that I just can’t 
get everything done, and I’ve been putting things 
off, but just what can I do about it?” 

Once you have faced up to the condition you're 
in, the first thing to do is to realize that you can’t 

(Continued on page 29, column 2) 
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Christianity, like the elephant examined by blind men in the 
fable, may be approached from many angles 


ao HOUR was late, the discussion became heated. 
What is Christianity? Is it really true, is it any 
different from all the other religions, does it have 
any relevance to a college student today ? 

Finally a calmer voice prevailed, with the sug- 
gestion that there is really only one reasonable way 
to approach Christianity. That is to investigate the 
central historical figure, Jesus Christ. 

Since essentially all that is known about Him is 
found in the four Gospels, they decided to get copies 
of the New Testament and proceed with the inves- 
tigation. Then later they could compare notes. 


A BARN AND AN ANGEL 

The first student, realizing that often such in- 
vestigations begin with a study of the man’s home 
life, background and birth, decided the most ex- 
pedient starting point would be the Christmas story. 
Recalling (with difficulty) his Sunday school days, 
he found after only two “thumbing throughs” the 
account he was looking for, Luke’s record of the 
birth in the stable, the shepherds, the angel mes- 
senger and choir. 

A strange combination of events indeed. A birth 
which occurred in a barn, with a manger serving as 
a crib, is scarcely an auspicious start for anyone. 

Of course many famous people have had a hum- 
ble birth. But the message of the angel to the shep- 
herds is really quite startling. “This is good news 
of great joy, for one is born who is a Saviour, 
Christ the Lord.” And the message of the angel 
choir is equally amazing, for they spoke of glory 
to God and peace among men. If this had occurred 
after he became famous, it would be unusual 
enough, but that this occurred at his birth is really 
quite surprising. 

How should one evaluate these things? There 
really isn’t much peace in the world today, so per- 
haps one can discount the angel message as an ex- 
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pression of the hope of the writer. And after all, 
who really believes in angels today. Then too, 
shepherds are no doubt credulous men, so one 
could discount their story. Besides anyone who 
would warrant such an announcement would not 
likely be born in a barn, though there are appar- 
ently still many who claim Christ as their Lord. 

Christianity must be the product of a very clever 
writer’s imagination, through which he expresses 
his hope for peace. It is interesting—almost start- 
ling—to have read this story again for the first 
time since coming to college. Too bad that people 
don’t read these things more. 


JOHN, HIS FRIEND 

Recalling his promise to a friend that he would 
read through the Gospel of John, the second stu- 
dent decided this was an opportune occasion both 
to read John and to investigate Christianity. Be- 
sides, his friend had said that it would only take 
a few hours to read the entire. book. 

Strange and difficult things right off the bat. 
John, evidently Jesus’ friend, speaks of a Word 
who was God and also had a hand in the creation 
of things. But this Word became human and lived 
among men, and is identified in this form as Jesus 
Christ. Thus the Word is identified as both God 
and as a man, Jesus Christ. 

The idea of a Word is not too difficult to under- 
stand, for all our thoughts, ideas and information 
are conveyed by words. But there are also many 
difficulties. How could a person be both God and 
man? If God did become a real man, it certainly 
ought to warrant a clear, definite announcement 
(provided he wanted them to know about it). And 
if he was God, he certainly ought to do something 
about the sorrow, misery and human suffering 
which is the lot of so many people. And he cer- 
tainly ought to clear up some of the unjust and 
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immoral practices which evidently prevailed at that 
time. Perhaps if he had done something then the 
world would not be in the mess it’s in today. This 
is not of course to deny that Jesus’ ethic and ex- 
ample have done some good. 

Christianity must be something like deifying an 
outstanding man—perhaps not too different from 
the attitude of Hindus toward Gandhi after his 
death. Apparently good men are usually associated 
in people’s minds with God. There’s really not much 
point in reading past the first chapter of John after 
all, for it is evident what type of thing Christian- 
ity is. 


A BOY'S LUNCH 
To the third student miracles seemed important, 


for it is these miracles which make Christianity so 
incredible. They should therefore be investigated. 
Since the feeding of the five thousand is recorded 
in all four Gospels, he decided that this was prob- 
ably an important miracle and an appropriate one 
for consideration. 

All four Gospels agree that there was a definite 
need for food on the part of the large crowd which 
had followed him. They also agree that Jesus was 
able to supply the food to meet this need, and that 
this was done by breaking up five loaves and two 
fishes, which a young lad supplied, until there was 
enough food for all. The people were certainly 
convinced that Jesus had a hand in providing this 
food, because they immediately wanted to make 
him king. 

But there are real difficulties. If one takes this 
at face value it involves a supernatural creative 
act, and certainly no one is able to do this. Ad- 
mitting that this universe was created by God, it 
would take God to do such a creative act, and as 
far as we know, God has not enabled men to create 
matter. It must be that Jesus used the example of 
this small boy who was willing to share his food 
to inspire all those present to share their food with 
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others. Certainly a man who could so inspire peo- 
ple would make a fitting king, even apart from a 
miraculous event. It might have been easy to con- 
vince the people of those days that a supernatural 
event took place, but we would certainly have an 
adequate explanation for such an event today. The 
real significance must be to share and to help others. 
Christianity certainly stresses this, and in Jesus 
Christ we have an excellent example. 


TWO GATES AND A JUDGE 

The fourth student had often heard of the im- 
portance of the Sermon on the Mount, and thought 
this ought to be an excellent place to begin. 

Wonder where this sermon is recorded — they 
ought to index these Bibles. 

The teaching which Jesus gives in this sermon 
is excellent. He certainly keeps the standards up 
high, and he realizes that sinful thoughts and in- 
tentions are as bad as the act itself. Some of my 
friends ought to read this—they would be a lot 
easier to live with. (I hope this doesn’t fall into 
the category of judging.) But I must admit that 
this sermon has a few elements I never recall hav- 
ing read before. This business of two gates, one 
leading to destruction and the other to life is a bit 
severe. And this matter of its being possible to 
serve only one master would tend to make life 
rather narrow. He even goes so far as to teach 
that he is the only one who decides who is going 
to get into the kingdom of heaven. This seems 
rather presumptuous for any man. 

The only adequate excuse for such presumptu- 
ousness must be that he was stressing the impor- 
tance of his teaching. Certainly his teaching, which 
is Christianity, is important, for the world would 
be revolutionized for the better if men followed it. 
One can tolerate a few of these strange ideas as 
long as he emphasizes the essential things. 


WHY FORSAKEN? 


An article which the fifth student had recently 
read stated that a large portion of each Gospel 
deals with the suffering and death of Christ, thus 


. indicating that the Gospel writers attached much 


significance to these events. This aspect should 
therefore be a good starting point in studying 
Christianity. 

Many aspects of these events seem significant 
and yet are difficult to correlate. Christ announced 
ahead of time that he would die by crucifixion, and 
also that no one would take his life, but that he 
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would lay it down himself. At his trial before the 
Jewish Council he made no defense whatever ex- 
cept to answer affirmatively the question of his 
being the son of God, which in the council’s judg- 
ment was sufficient ground for death. Pilate was 
certainly convinced of his innocence, and only 
when his loyalty to Caesar was questioned did he 
consent to the demands of the Jews for Jesus’ cru- 
cifixion. 


And if he was the Son of God, why didn’t he 
answer their challenge and come down from the 
cross, for they promised to believe him if he came 
down. The unusual events which occurred at this 
time could possibly be explained as natural phe- 
nomena (as an eclipse causing the sun to be dark- 
ened), but the timing would still be amazing. How 
could one who has just claimed to be the Son of 
God be so forsaken by God that he would cry out 
“Why hast Thou forsaken me?” And on what 
basis could he respond to the request of the re- 
pentant thief and assure him of going to heaven? 


Frankly, there are many things which one can- © 


not readily understand about the death of this man. 
Everything is so unusual. One usually hears that 
Christ died to forgive sins, but there isn’t much 
justice in picking out one man, and a very fine 
one at that, and making him suffer instead of other 
men. But one thing is sure, we see in Jesus an 
example of a man who had every reason to be 
bitter toward his fellow men, and yet who died 
without a trace of bitterness. Christianity certainly 
shows us how a man should meet unjustified oppo- 
sition and suffering, and yet have no bitterness, 
even though he dies for it. 


PIVOTAL POINT 

The sixth student talked over this matter of in- 
vestigating Christianity with a friend who suggested 
that the pivotal point of Christianity was the res- 
urrection of Christ. So following the reading sug- 
gested by this friend, his investigation was under- 
way. 

One concludes these facts from a careful read- 
ing of the records: First, everyone involved, both 


PETER MARSHALL 


friend and foe, agreed that the tomb was empty, 
and all this in spite of a sealed tomb and a guard. 
Second, the disciples (a disillusioned group of men 
after the crucifixion who were certainly not ex- 
pecting the resurrection) were absolutely convinced 
that Christ was risen and that he was with them 
on various occasions during the short period which 
followed. Further, this reading in Acts emphasized 
that the central message of the early Christian 
Church was the fact that Christ had indeed risen. 
And in spite of the fact that there was great oppo- 
sition to the early Church, not one bit of evidence 
was ever presented against the resurrection. Also 
apparently there is today no generally accepted 
theory which explains these events, except that 
Jesus actually arose from the dead. 


What shall one make of this? Is this compatible 
with science? None of us has ever known one who 
came back after his death. Yet if this were true 
the implications would be tremendous, and it might 
even mean that Christ is living today. Certainly it 
would at least suggest the possibility of life after 
death and our own resurrection, because he also 
claimed to give men eternal life. 


What shall one make of this matter? My friend 
is certainly right in suggesting that this is a pivo- 
tal matter, and that there is much evidence in favor 
of it. If one is convinced of this, all the other 
miracles and claims of Christ can also be believed. 
Yet this is a supernatural event, and I’m certainly 
not ready to accept the supernatural. The issues 
involved in Christianity are just too big and far 
reaching and they get rather personal. It is much 
safer and easier to carry on life as usual and not 
bother with it. If I let myself become convinced 
of this I might even wind up a preacher. 


PERSONAL CORRELATION 

About ten days later the iden bull session 
was held, and the various findings regarding Chris- 
tianity were presented. A freshman happened to 
be present, but being only a freshman and having 
no conclusions to present, unfortunately he could 
only listen and correlate. 
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Christ has suffered for our sins. He has paid the penalty for us, so that there is there- 


fore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. He has, with His own blood, 


written “Paid” across the ledgers of heaven.— MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER. 
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If Christ was the Word and the Word was God, 
then the birth of Christ marks the occasion when 
God invaded history and became a man. Then the 
angel’s announcement that a Saviour and Lord was 
born would be both expected and appropriate. Yet 
if God was genuinely interested in revealing Him- 
self to men, and understanding and sympathizing 
with them in their needs, He would probably enter 
intc all their experiences and come humbly. It 
would seem that Jesus’ birth in the stable was one 
aspect of such identification with man and humility. 


If He was God He certainly had a right to re- 
quire the highest standards of men and to be the 
final Judge of men as He claimed in the Sermon 
on the Mount, and to require that men believe in 
Him. And as far as miracles are concerned, even 
the feeding of the five thousand becomes a possi- 
bility, because the source-book claims that He cre- 
ated the universe. These miracles are possible, and 
because of His love for men they are really to be 
expected. And this would be consistent with His 
claim to be the Son of God. 


And the death of Christ for the sins of men is 
not just God picking out an innocent victim, but 
it is God Himself suffering for the sins of the world. 
As the Son of God He did not deny His deity, but 
rather affirmed it, even though it cost Him His 
life. To understand how He could be separated 
from the Father is difficult, but evidently this was 
something which God’s way of dealing with sin re- 
quired. As the one who both forgives sins and is 
the Judge, He could assure the repentant thief of 
heaven. 


As far as coming down from the Cross is con- 
cerned, the Resurrection is a much greater thing. 
It marks the completion of what He accomplished 
on the Cross, and means that He is living today. 
This certainly means He can do something for men 
today. Perhaps the reason for the insecurity of 
men and-the misery of so many people is not that 
God hasn’t done something about it, but that they 
don’t appropriate and appreciate what God has 
done. Because He was a real man and arose again, 
it also makes our own resurrection seem not only 
possible but likely. 


Christianity certainly makes sense when consid- 
ered as a whole, and it certainly gets personal too. 
I'd better do something about this. Funny thing— 
those other fellows are still talking. END 
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letters from our readers 


“IN EVERY MAN A DEMON" 

“.. . Mr. Babbage [March, 1954] was evidently 
making an interpretation of the world, man and 
God. Since His has printed the article without 
qualifications, it must be presumed that these in- 
terpretations are also those of the staff... Granted 
that in the proper context man certainly is full of 
contradictions and also has the image of God in- 
delibly written in his character (Gen. 1:26ff), can 
we say that Dostoievsky has the proper context? ... 
When we say that man is “neither good nor bad” 
we are directly contradicting Christ...” 


Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia ROBERT NUERMBERGER 


Babbage was explaining Dostoievsky’s interpretation of sin, 
suffering, etc., not giving his own interpretation, which is 
thoroughly Biblical. His published the article because of 
its relevance to students in literature classes studying Dos- 
toievsky’s writings. His would consider similar analyses of 
Matthew Arnold, Tolstoi and others equally relevant, despite 
their non-Christian concepts. 


In fairness, the total preachment of such a publication as 
His should be considered, rather than an isolated quotation 
about such a person as Dostoievsky. No Christian would 
say that the opinion of Ecclesiastes 9:4-10 must represent 
the opinion of Isaiah or Paul. If he singles out a sentence 
or a chapter, or even a major portion of some books of the 
Bible, the non-Christian may find support for his views. 
Obviously his ecclectic method is “wrongly dividing the 
Word of truth,” but the possibility of wrong selection is 
still inherent in the Bible. There is no asterisk after every 
erroneous statement leading to a footnote, “Anti-Christian.” 
Even the Song of Solomon becomes an errotic ballad when 
torn out of context and recorded by a male Eartha Kitt. 

God presupposed the comparison of one part of the Bible 
with another in arriving at the complete picture; a proper 
consideration of the source of the statements in a particular 
section; the use of (Spirit-enlightened) discernment by the 
readers; and a degree of maturity on the part of the read- 
ers. The Editors make the same presuppositions of the 
readers of His.—ep. 


iF IT'S FIT TO BE PRINTED 

v's Fit TO BE FIRST... 

When another “graduate” of Inter-Varsity re- 
(Continued on page 30, column 1) 
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O UR LORD CAME not in the grandeur of an earthly 
monarch as His Jewish contemporaries expected, 
but as a king of Zion, intending a spiritual mon- 
archy in the world. 

To demonstrate His sovereignty and power in this 
kingdom of grace, He exercised dominion over 
nature (an impossibility for earthly kings) by open- 
ing the eyes of the blind, the ears of the deaf, and 
the mouth of the dumb; by raising the dead, casting 
out devils and miraculously healing all sorts of dis- 
eases. He gave similar power to His disciples. In 
one demonstration He gave them ability to speak 
various languages suddenly without learning them, 
and to preach in them with such convincing energy 
that their words pierced the conscience, and changed 
the minds and lives of three thousand men. 


rimecess eVICeNCeSs 


What John Willison wrote in 1744 about the rational basis 


for Christian belief is still relevant two centuries later 


Their doctrine did not pander to the lusts and 
corruptions of men, nor did it have the force of 
human laws or arms to promote it, as have certain 
other religions. On the contrary, Christianity had 
all these against it. Yet in opposition to all these, 
it spread with astonishing success and rapidity 
through the whole world, so that, before the death 
of the apostles, there was not a corner of the Roman 
Empire which did not have a Christian nucleus. 
And though all the powers of earth and hell con- 
tended with fire and sword against the Christian re- 
ligion, yet within less than three hundred years the 
whole known world was conquered by it. Observing 
that this success was not due to the might, art, or 
eloquence of man, we must conclude that it was 
brought about by the extraordinary power of that 
mighty God, who is the Author of this holy religion. 

Such was the evidence of the apostles’ testimony 
and that of their successors in the primitive church, 
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that not only the common people, but many of wis- 
dom and learning were overcome by it, and heartily 
embraced their doctrine. This was true even when 
they had no prospect except great suffering for so 
doing. Such were Dionysius, Polycarp, Justin Mar- 
tyr, Tertullian, Origen, Clemens Alexandrinus and 
many others. Surely nothing but the power of truth, 
which they evidently saw was countenanced by 
heaven and confirmed by miracles, could have pre- 
vailed with such learned and curious inquirers to 
hazard the loss of all things by embracing Chris- 
tianity. 

But that evidence which is most convincing of all 
depends on the truth of a matter of fact in the 
world, that we have not seen with our eyes. If the 
fact be true and certain that such a person as Jesus 
Christ was born at Bethlehem in the reign of Au- 
gustus the Roman emperor, when the scepter of 
power was departing from Judah; and if it be true 
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that about thirty years afterward, in the reign of the 
Emperor Tiberius, this person Jesus Christ began to 
preach in Judea; that he traveled some years, lived 
a perfectly holy life, wrought great miracles, fore- 
told many events including his own death and resur- 
rection, and if, as he said, he died and rose again 
upon the third day: if all this be certain fact, what 
reason have we to question that this person had a 
divine mission and was the very person he claimed 
to be? 


Should we not then believe that the doctrine He 
taught, and instructed His disciples to teach, was 
the very truth? 


That the facts above related are certain, we have 
the best evidence. They are attested by many per- 
sons of great discernment, who were eyewitnesses 
to what they assert. These witnesses all agreed in 
their testimony and continued adhering thereto until 
their last breath, notwithstanding sufferings and 
cruel deaths for owning these things. So that for 
any person to call in question the truth of facts 
so well attested would be to destroy the truth and 
credibility of all history. 


As the facts contained in the New Testament have 
the fullest testimony that any ancient history can 
have, so it is a confirmation to us that all writers 
of the New Testament agree so exactly in their testi- 
mony without variation or contradiction. Though 
those who wrote the historical ‘part relate different 
circumstances of facts and of miracles which are 
not mentioned by the others (which only shows they 
did not write by concert), yet they all agree in the 
essential matter: they all give the same account of 
Christ’s birth, life, death, resurrection and ascen- 
sion; they agree with all the rest in their accounts 
of Christ’s doctrine; and they agree in the way 
sinners may have salvation by faith in Christ’s 
righteousness, and by the virtue of His blood. 


1F YOU'RE MOVING... 


. . . let us know where you want your His deliv- 
ered. Your copies will reach you without delay 
if you send us your new address at least five 
weeks before you move. (This does not apply to 
summer or temporary address since His is printed 
only during the academic year.) When you write, 
be sure to copy the information from the address 
label on a recent cover. It will help us give you 
faster service. Send your address change to His, 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10. Canadian address 
changes, to 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5. 


To confirm this doctrine, many miracles were 
wrought by Christ and the apostles. That there 
might be no suspicion of fraud, these were done 
openly in front of all the people, and in presence of 
learned men, Christ’s enemies. These miracles were 
often repeated for many years and had lasting ef- 
fects on the ones upon whom they were wrought. 
As for that great confirming miracle which Christ 
frequently referred to during His life for proof of 
His Messiahship, His resurrection from the dead, it 
was well attested by His many appearances after- 
ward to His disciples assembled together. The 
apostle Paul in his writings appealed to over five 
hundred witnesses for the truth of it, while most of 
them were stil] alive. He not only appeared to them, 
but also taught them after His resurrection. For 
their fuller satisfaction. He ate and drank with 
them. He even showed them the print of His 
wounds, and invited them to touch and handle His 


body. 


It is to be observed that Christ’s disciples began 
openly to preach His resurrection within a few 
weeks thereafter, in the very city of Jerusalem where 
it happened, and even in face of those who put Him 
to death. Yet no man attempted to disprove what 
they said. Certainly His violent enemies did not 
lack the will to do so if they could. The truth of 
Christ’s resurrection was so credible in that country 
that many thousands presently believed the dis- 
ciples’ testimony, embraced their doctrine, and be- 
came Christians. As the disciples proclaimed 
Christ’s resurrection everywhere, so they confirmed 
the truth of it with miracles wherever they went, 
and kept always the first day of the week in remem- 
brance of it. These things, being certain facts, 
clearly demonstrate to me not only the truth of 
Christianity, but also the amazing unreasonableness 
of unbelief. Instead of “free” or “liberal” thinking, 
those who do not believe appear to evidence the 
greatest thoughtlessness in disregarding these his- 
torical facts. 

But some may object that we in this age never 
saw Christ or His apostles, or any of their miracles. 
We have none of these now repeated for our confir- 


mation. To such an objection I would answer the 
following: 


(1) The only wise God thought Christ’s bodily 
presence and these miracles necessary at the first 
planting of Christianity, when its doctrines were 
new to the world, and things opposite to it were to 
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be abolished. But He does not think fit to continue 
them now, when no new doctrine or way of worship 
is proposed, but only the very same inculcated 
which Christ and His apostles had taught. 

(2) If miracles were ordinarily repeated, they 
would lose the force of miracles, which lies in their 
being extraordinary. If they were frequently re- 
peated, they would become God’s ordinary work, 
and not be much regarded by us. 

(3) Christ at His ascension left the earth, and 
His apostles have also gone, so that we see them 
not, nor the miracles they wrought for the confirma- 
tion of our faith. Yet by the evidences which remain, 
we may be as well assured of them as if we had seen 
them. God knows that we are much attached to 
things visible and in His gracious condescension to 
the weakness of our faith has left us seven or eight 
testimonies to the truth and certainty of these doc- 
trines and facts which are the foundations of our 
faith (such as Christ’s incarnation, His living and 
teaching in this world, His crucifixion and resur- 
rection). To confirm us in the belief of these blessed 
truths, God in His mercy continues still before our 
eyes several continuing witnesses of them, namely: 

(1) The writings of the apostles and evangelists, 
who were eye and ear witnesses of what they testify. 

(2) The honorable name of Christians which we 
bear, the name which the followers of Christ re- 
ceived soon after He left the world. 

(3) The beginning of the Christian era, or com- 
putation of years from the incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, is directed by wise providence to put 
us in mind, every time we write, read, or mention 
the present year 1744 or any other year, that it is 
just so many years since our glorious Redeemer 
came in the flesh to save lost sinners. 

(4) The continuance of a gospel ministry, ac- 
cording to Christ’s institution, to declare these truths 
and facts to the world. 

(5) The frequent dispensing of baptism, for the 
initiation of His disciples, as Christ appointed. 

(6) The administration of the Lord’s Supper, in 
commemoration of His death and sufferings. 

(7) The weekly observance of the first day of the 
week, in remembrance of His resurrection. 

These seven lasting monuments are as old as 
Christianity, and have continued by the providence 
of God. They have descended for these seventeen 
hundred years past, as visible witnesses to the 
truth of Christianity, that all men, having them 
daily before their eyes, may consider them as so 
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many pledges of the facts, doctrines and institutions 
of the New Testament. 

To all of these I may add an eighth visible wit- 
ness, the present scattered condition of the Jewish 
nation over all the world, and yet never mixed with 
other nations so as to be lost among them. This 
strange preservation of the Jewish nation these 1700 
years as a distinct people, amidst their many dire- 
ful calamities, sufferings and scatterings, is a won- 
derful instance of the interposition of divine provi- 
dence. They have been kept as a standing memorial 
everywhere, to the world, of the certainty of Scrip- 
ture prophecies and miracles, particularly of the 
New Testament history of the incarnation, life and 
death of Jesus Christ, and of the truth of His pre- 
dictions concerning that people. END 


THAT LONG HALLWAY TO FAILURE 
(Continued from page 21) 


do anything, and then give God the opportunity to 
restore you to victorious, joyful living. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

When you have asked God to step in and cure 
you of procrastination, there are a few pitfalls to be 
avoided. The Holy Spirit must have the keys to all 
the chambers of the heart. We must be sure we are 
truly giving ourselves to be used by God, and are 
not saying “no” to Him in some area of our lives 
which we wish to keep for our own. 

The problem isn’t solved by making resolutions, 
nor by rolling up. your sleeves and trying to conquer 
it in one big effort. If you haven’t been reading 
your Bible at all, you can’t resolve to read ten chap- 
ters a day and keep it up. All that God has com- 
manded is simple trust and obedience. Don’t over- 
look what is right under your nose. If you begin a 
positive practice today, tomorrow it will be easier 
to continue it. Make time for a fifteen minute quiet 
time. 

You should not expect more time for spiritual 
things suddenly to become available. We are com- 
manded to “walk in wisdom . . . redeeming the 
time.” If your life belongs to Jesus, then so does 
your time. The ways in which you use your time 
reflect the measure of your love for God. 

If you’ve been putting something off, now is the 
time to do it! “Boast not thyself of tomorrow, for 
thou knowest not what a day will bring forth.” END 





REPERCUSSIONS 

(Continued from page 26) 
marked to me in the most agonized superlatives 
concerning the article on Dostoievsky I supposed 
he might be suffering from a common disorder of 
first-year seminary students which we may translate 
as “theological top-heaviness.” ...I guess the thing 
which dismayed me most was that the article was 
placed boldly right out front, no attempt being 
made even to bury it. Yet I should say that any 
article worthy of being printed in His ought not to 
require burying. 
Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia WILLIAM MCDOWELL 
Right. His buries nothing. The lead article each month is 
not necessarily the article Editors consider most important 
—it is always an article which is of most general interest 
and which can be adequately illustrated.—ep. 


GREEK LITERATURE 

I am looking for some evangelical literature of the 
intellectual calibre of His in the Greek language. 
My cousins attend University of Athens, have a 
liberal background in philosophy and are atheists. 
They ask me how an intelligent person can believe 
that Christ was raised from the dead. They com- 
pare His resurrection with the myth of Orpheus 
and Eurydice. They speak no English, I no Greek. 
Where should I look? 

Portland, Ore. JEAN WILKINSON 
The Editors will forward any information His readers may 
provide to Miss Wilkinson.—ep. 

HIS INDEX 

I believe that the His index would be much more 
effective if it were organized mainly by subject, 
with author and title secondary. It has been my ex- 
perience that when people consult back issues of 
His, they look for articles on a certain subject— 
and have to look through all the authors for what 
they want. 

Wheaton, Ill. DAVID KAY 
The annual His index to be published next month will be 
primarily a subject index.—ep. 

“PLEASE USE THE ADDITIONAL” 

Enclosed please find a check for $14.00 to cover 
cost of a gift subscription and renewal of our own 
subscription. Please use the additional for His sub- 
scriptions to any five individuals of your choice. 
Rochester, Minn. (MRS.) PAULINE ISMOND 
Thank you. The Editors know of many men and women 
literate in English overseas, some in strategic positions, who 
would welcome a His subscription. Currency restrictions 
or lack of money (in national equivalents) prevents their 


subscribing. Gifts will be accepted for overseas distribu- 
tion of His.—ep. 


DEAR EDITOR: 

Augustine’s advice [Repercussions, April, 1954, 
Wilbur L. Bullock, Ph.D.] may sound good, but the 
principle evidently led him to advocate many com- 
promises with the paganism of the day (including 
evolution) which have since resulted in great dam- 
age to the Church, in spite of the supposed temporal 
advantages of such compromises. 

A much safer method of interpretation is to take 
Biblical writings at face value, literally, unless there 
is clear indication in the context that symbolism 
was being employed by the writer, in which case 
the Scripture will always itself furnish all necessary 
keys to the meanings of the symbols. It was the 
purpose of my article to show that, when such an 
approach is followed, the creation account must be 
taken literally. Methods of exegesis which yield the 
day-age theory would, if followed throughout Scrip- 
ture, suffice to allegorize and explain away any doc- 
trine or. passage which was unwanted. 

I agree that what Dr. Bullock calls “micro-evolu- 
tion” is quite possible, has occurred in the past, 
and is occurring in the present. A more Biblical 
term for it would perhaps be variation and adapta- 
tion, representing the outworking of God-given 
methods of adjustment (through genetic factors) to 
changes in environmental conditions, a good pres- 
entation of this view being found in the recent ar- 
ticle by Sinclair and Lammerts in the American - 
Scientific Affiliation Journal. But it seems that most 
biologists, especially the leaders and writers in the 
field, insist that somehow this can develop into 
“macro-evolution,” either through saltational muta- 
tions or through periods of more rapid micro-evolu- 
tion (the latter being the more popular view) sup- 
posedly aided by statistical changes in populations 
through helpful mutations. This in spite of the fact 
that practically all mutations studied seem to be 
harmful or indifferent. The few that are claimed 
as beneficial seem merely to involve increased fer- 
tility. 

Still, in spite of the apparent difficulties of the 
concept of macro-evolution, it is significant that to 
most such men, the suggestion of such ideas as 
vitalism, finalism, orthogenesis, emergent evolution, 
entellechy, and especially creation, is anathema. But 
it is nevertheless true that neither paleontology nor 
genetics offers any substantial evidence for macro- 
evolution, and certainly the Bible does not. Conse- 
quently, the Biblical teaching that creation is fin- 
ished seems in harmony with true science, at least 
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the biological creation. I believe that Dr. Bullock 
and I are essentially in agreement on this point. 
But the day-age theory of creation is no more ac- 
ceptable to most biologists or geologists than is the 
flood and literal six day theory. All of them, prac- 
tically, regard Genesis as a composite document, 
mythological in origin, and entirely without current 
scientific significance. . 


In order to obviate the difficulty of plants exist- 
ing before the sunlight, Dr. Bullock suggests that 
some other type of light energy may have been 
available to plants before this, or else the sun had 
some relation to the earth that was much different 
from the present. I doubt seriously whether any 
historical geologist would support either of these 
ideas; if either is true, it does away with the prin- 
ciple of geologic uniformity as completely as does 
the literal-day creation theory. I know of no cur- 
rent astronomic theory that contemplates any such 
change in the earth’s relation to the sun at this 
period of geologic history, nor of any geologic in- 
dications that such a change took place. But any 
such profound change in the earth’s basic energy 
source could hardly have failed to have tremendous 
geophysical consequences, which in turn could hard- 
ly have failed to show up in the geologic record. 
And since this took place after the origin of fruit 
trees, this change must have been rather recent, say 
in the end of the Mesozoic. 


I agree with Dr. Bullock heartily in his general 
remarks about the principle of uniformity. It is cer- 
tainly valid in general, in all branches of science, 
and is itself a testimony to the origin of the uni- 
verse and subsequent maintenance at the hands of 
an intelligent Being .. . 


My article in His of course did not attempt to 
deal with geologic questions, except very indirectly, 
but merely was an attempt to show the intended 
meaning of the Biblical accounts. I am certainly 
aware that there are many formidable geologic dif- 
ficulties inherent in the creation-deluge theory. 
From my own studies, however, although I don’t 
by any means have all the answers yet and most 
probably never will, I am still convinced, purely 
from geologic considerations and entirely apart 
from Scripture, that there are more numerous and 
more serious objections that can be lodged against 
the uniformity theory than against the deluge the- 
ory. I believe the final true theory will prove to be 
a compromise between the two, with some of the 
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strata accounted for by creation, some by the Del- 
uge and other catastrophes, and the rest by uni- 
formitarian causes. The detailed working-out of 
this true geology would obviously require the con- 
certed effort of many capable men for a long time, 
but the basic framework would have to be the Bib- 
lical revelation. The tragedy is that so few quali- 
fied men are willing even to consider creation and 
catastrophism as geologically significant at all .. . 

In connection with radioactivity age measure- 
ments, consider the impossibility of knowing 
whether, in a given deposit of uranium and lead, 
say, there may not have been some radiogenic lead 
deposited with the parent uranium. Almost all such 
minerals are now supposed to have been deposited 
in connection with some common lead, so why not 
radiogenic lead also? Also there is the impossibil- 
ity of knowing that, during all the supposed billions 
of years of geologic time, the original deposit has 
never been disturbed. Some of the uranium could 
very easily have been leached out of the deposit, 
for example. As a matter of fact, most age-meas- 
urements based on samples contained in intrusions 
in the sedimentary rocks have been rejected because 
they did not fit into the previously arranged geo- 
logic time scale, just on the basis that the discre- 
pancies can probably be explained by uranium 
leaching. Only a handful of such measurements, 
out of the great many that have been made, are 
accepted even yet as giving suitable dates for points 
in the geologic column. 

Furthermore, there is the impossibility of know- 
ing that the disintegration rates have always been 
the same, regardless of the apparent invariability 
of the rates under present test conditions. Very 
little is known about the true reasons for the vari- 
ous disintegration rates for the different stages in 
the radioactive series, and therefore about what 
might affect them. Bui it is known, for example, 
that cosmic radiation causes fission of uranium 
which is over and above the normal disintegra- 
tion. It is at least possible that the cosmic ray flux 
was greatly different during the creation, during 
the flood, or perhaps during other periods in earth 
history than it is at present. Other radiations may 
also have been present during those periods which 
do not exist under present conditions, for all we 
know. In any case, we can be sure that God’s Word 
is completely true and reliable in all details. 


Southwestern Louisiana Institute, Lafayette 
HENRY M. MORRIS 
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MONEY AND THE WILL OF GOD 
(Continued from inside back cover) 

believers? (5) Does God command me to be a 
witness to my colleagues? (6) Is there a function 
I have in item 4 above as a member of the 1vcF 
chapter executive? (7) Am I before God prepared 
for this? (8) If not a member of the executive, 
do I believe that I am a part of the body of Christ 
on campus and also prepared in items 4 and 5 
above? (9) Would God have me learn from other 
students and Christians related to students about 
the functions of the collegiate Christian? (10) 
Does this camp provide for my specific needs? 
(11) Am I praying for God’s peace regarding this 
matter? (12) Any other questions which bear uport 
the matter. 

You see, God gives much leading through infor- 
mation. With the information you may secure it is 
proper to conclude the will of God through the 
guiding principle of His Word, the data before you 
and the inner confidence from God that this is the 
way. Then you walk in it a walk of faith. 

Don’t misunderstand me. I did not state that 
money isn’t a problem. Instead I said that money 
isn’t the first problem. 

With the will of God regarding this issue satis- 
factorily determined, you are prepared to consider 
the financial matter. Only with the confidence that 
“this is the will of God” will you be properly moti- 
vated to realize the will of God fulfilled. That it is 
the will of God to go to a certain function (in this 
instance, camp) does not mean that there will be 
no obstacles. There may well be many. 


Several years ago my wife and I believed it to be 
the will of God to move into different quarters. At 
the last moment when we were ready to finish the 
transaction we found that the buyer of our house 
had changed his mind, leaving us the choice of 
either letting the new house go or having two houses 
on our hands. The former was easier, but we be- 
lieved God wished us in the new location—so much 
so that we felt we would be sinning if we did not 
proceed. This we did. God sustained through diffi- 
cult circumstances for six months. But in the end 
He brought us to a completed sale and financial ad- 
vantage. 


So it is with almost any decision in the Lerd. 
Satan will put all kinds of obstacles in the way to 
try to break our faith in the will of God. We must 
persist until we see the fulfillment of God’s will. 

On the one hand there is a quiet rest in the Lord 
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about the matter in its present development and 
ultimate completion. Then there is the act of de- 
monstration that we believe is to be the will of God. 
This will be found in a variety of ways. You will 
look at your purse. You will discover what is needed 
to meet the need. Unless God shows otherwise 
(through a mystic trust) you will pursue various 
avenues of employment for income. You will pray ° 
for extra income through this means. You may 
pray that God will provide extra money through 
scholarship income. (One student had such an ex- 
perience last year when the university scholarship 
committee without reason advanced him a hundred 
dollars beyond his stipulated scholarship: just 
enough to attend the four-week session of an Inter- 
Varsity camp, plus ten dollars toward travel.) 

You may know that the money is not in hand 
but be so sure it is God’s will for you to go that you 
will borrow the money and repay the loan later in 
the summer when a job is available. You may be 
able to make arrangements to pay the camp at a 
later date. Last year one student was told by a 
camp director to come if he believed it was God’s 
will, and to pay when able. Seven months later the 
student paid. 

In a real fellowship of believers on campus it 
is not unusual for students to pool part of their 
summer earnings’ tithes to send several of their 
executive. Thus if each of forty students gave only 
ten dollars of his summer tithe, the money pool 
could send four of their officers to a four-week 
camp with ten dollars toward travel costs. A Sun- 
day school class may share the cost. The church 
may send. A local Christian in the community may 
take an interest and provide the means. God may 
work in many ways. 

Will you then take some time now and make a 
critical evaluation of your part in the will of God? 
Then pray much that God will give you His peace 
as you believe Him regarding this matter. 

One further word. We believe ahead of time in 
most other areas of life. Why not believe ahead of 
time about camp? If you sail to Europe, you be- 
lieve it a good year in advance in order to get 
booking (God seems to lead here). You believed 
God wanted you in college before you had the 
money and so you enrolled. Believe God in ad- 
vance about camp so that you can actively demon- 
strate your confidence in the will of God. 

Your registration may be an indication to God of 
your faith so that He can manifest Himself in pro- 
viding your other needs.—MELVIN FRIESEN 
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not forsaken. And “if Ged be for us, who can be against us?” Well—wno? 


See Romans 8:31. 


TUESDAY, MAY 4 

jos 18 (1) Bildad’s second speech. With v. 2 cp. 8:2. A little more thought, 
a little less verbiage. V. 3—Bildad’s pride has been hurt by Job’s uncompli- 
mentary remark in 17:10. (2) Job accuses God of tearing him (16:9) but to 
Job Bildad says, “You tear yourself” (18:4). To ask God to ease the pres- 


sure and remain impenitent, is to ask the impossible. Pious platitudes may 


only torment our friends because of their unreality. Am I guilty of this shal- 


lowness which hinders the cause of Christ? 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 

jos 19 (1) Poor Job, loathsome to himself, family, friends and grievously 
misunderstood by those who proffer help, asserts that God has touched him 
(v. 21). He vehemently asserts his own innocence. He is unjustly dealt with 
(v. 7). (2) But knowing God as he does, Job feels this cannot be the end. 
The wistful longing of 14:13-17 crystallizes in the qualified confidence of 
16:19 and is developed in 19:25-27. Job now knows that his redeemer or 
vindicator who lives will come to his defense. When misrepresented do I 


look to God and await His vindication? 


THURSDAY, MAY 6 

jos 20 (1) Zophar points out the transitoriness of the wicked man’s pros- 
perity (vv. 4-11; 5, 20-29; 11, 7). Cp. James 1:10, 11; I Pet. 1:24, 25; 
I John 2:17a. How should I be affected by the transitoriness of life? Prayer: 
Psalm 90:12. (2) The “pleasures of sin” (Heb. 11:25) are illusory (vv. 
12-18). Only the bread from heaven can satisfy those made in the image 
of God. See John 6:33, 35, 50, 58. Where are you seeking satisfaction? 
“Labor not for the meat that perisheth” (John 6:27). 


FRIDAY, MAY 7 

Jop 21 (1) Job points out the deficiencies in Zophar’s argument. In a 
moral universe is it fair for a righteous man to suffer and for the wicked 
man to enjoy unbroken material prosperity (vv. 7-16)? (2) The words 
(v. 19) “God stores up iniquity for his children” do not satisfy Job. Will 
there be no day of reckoning? When the wicked man “dies in full pros- 
perity” (v. 23) has he pulled a fast one on God? (3) For n.t. light on 
this problem see Matt. 12:36; 16:27; Acts 10:42, 17:31; Rom. 2:5, 6, 16. 
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the fortunes of Job after he had prayed for his friends (42:10). Have you 
ever prayed for the undeserving and so returned good for evil? This is the 
example of the Father in heaven (Matt. 5:44, 45). (3) In times of testing, 
remember His promise (I Cor. 10:13) and the double purpose—His glory 
and our own patience (James 1:2-4). Are these my concern? (4) “Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job and have seen the end of the Lord: that 
the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy” (James 5:11). “They who 
trust Him wholly, find Him wholly true.” 


TUESDAY, MAY 25 


MARK (INTRODUCTION) Author: John Mark (Acts 12:25; 13:5, 13; 15:37- 
39; Col. 4:10; IL Tim. 4:11; Phil. 24; I. Pet. 5:13). Date: a.p. 40-a.p. 56. 
Earliest Gospel; among earliest N.T. book. Destination: Gentiles, probably 
Romans. (Few 0O.T. quotes, Aramaic words translated, Jewish customs ex- 
plained, Latin words used.) Characteristics: terse, concentrated, impetuous. 
Shows insight into human nature (e.g. the Lord is shown tired, thirsty, 
serving, sleeping.) “The Son becomes the Servant that He might be Sav- 
iour” (Scroggie), but always He is THE LORD, SON OF GOD, SAVIOUR. 

MARK 1:1-8 (1) Consider each key word in v. 1 and its meaning (Jesus- 
Saviour; Christ-Anointed one). With vy. 2, 3 ep. Mal. 3:1, Is. 40:3. (2) 
What is the difference between John’s baptism and Christian baptism? Cp. 
v. 4 with Rom. 6:3-5. (3) What is taught about Christ (vv. 7, 8)? Am I 
convinced of the mighty power of Jesus Christ in my life, my utter un- 


worthiness before Him, and my “newness of life” in Him? 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 26 

MARK 1:9-13 (1) Vv. 1, 2, 7, 8. How can we assume Christ was not bap- 
tized in repentance? His baptism rather was His entrance upon a formal 
public ministry. (2) What were the dual signs of this commissioning 
(vv. 10, 11)? (3) Note reference to the Trinity. (4) Knowing that the 
Holy Spirit is within me (John 14:17), how am I a testimony to His Pres- 
ence (Gal, 5:22, 23)? (5) V. 12—The Spirit can act forcefully. “Straight- 
way” and other equivalents appear 41 times in Mark. (6) Am I prepared 
for armed warfare with Satan (Eph. 6:10-18) ? 


THURSDAY, MAY 27 
MARK 1:14-20 (1) What does His message add to John’s (cp. wv. 4, 7, 8, 
with v. 15)? (2) This is not the disciples’ first contact with Christ, but 
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the fortunes of Job after he had prayed for his friends (42:10). Have you 


made Christ to be “sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 


the righteousness of God in him” (II Cor. 5:21). Hallelujah! 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 

jos 26, 27 (1) Job shows a greater knowledge of God’s majesty and great- 
ness than Bildad (vv. 5-14). (2) He refuses to recant (27:6). The close 
of the argument with the friends finds him stubbornly standing his ground. 
(3) A noble resolution is found in 27:4. “Put away lying, speak every man 
truth with his neighbor” (Eph. 4:25). (4) The concession in 27:13-23 is 


astonishing. How do you explain it? 


THURSDAY, MAY 13 

jos 28 (1) “This chapter is a beautiful and reflective poem on the subject 
of wisdom. It is either a meditation on the part of Job, after a pause in the 
discussion, or a comment on the part of the sacred writer on the impasse 
reached in the debate, and points the way to the means by which a solution 
will be found” (Cundy). (2) Vv. 1-11 are in praise of human achievement. 
(3) Vv. 12-22 describe man’s limitation. Man knows not where divine wis- 
dom can be found (v. 12, 20). Such is unattainable (v. 13b). (4) But 


there is a wisdom open to men (v. 28) which turns a man from evil. 


FRIDAY, MAY 14 

Jos 29, 30 (1) Ch. 29. Job contrasts his present misfortune to the days 
for former prosperity. Ch. 30—Job laments the loss of God’s favor. Ob- 
serve the delightful picture of the divine favor given in 29:2-5. (2) But 
now, alas, as he must interpret the story, God has cast him into the mire, 
given him evil instead of good and light instead of darkness (30:19, 26). 
(3) What Job would have given for a Rom. 5:8 or 8:28! 


SATURDAY, MAY 15 

jos 31 (1) Here is Job’s final protestation of innocence couched in terms 
that are a challenge to the Christian. He has not been guilty of deceit 
(v. 5), impurity (v. 9), callous indifference to the cause of his servants 
(v. 13), the cry of the needy (vv. 16ff), avarice, idolatry (vv. 24-27), and 
revenge (v. 29). (2) Vv. 33ff. Job repudiates the hypocrisy with which 
his friends have charged him and, assured of his innocence, makes a new 


appeal to God to present His indictment (v. 35). 


SUNDAY, MAY 16 


Jos 32 (1) A new voice is heard. Because of his youth Elihu has been a 
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silent bystander (vv. 6ff.) He is critical of Job (v. 2) and of the friends 
as well (v. 3, 11ff). (2) Elihu’s respect for his elders is a pleasing trait 
and Biblical as well (Lev. 19:32). Disrespect is sin (cp. I Tim. 5:1, 2). 
(3) Light and spiritual understanding are not confined to the age. All may 
be taught of God. (Cp. John 6:45 with I Cor. 2:9-12.) All may have some- 
thing profitable to say. But let us speak as the Spirit gives utterance (Acts 


2:4), then there will be no respect of persons (Job 32:21). 


MONDAY, MAY 17 

jos 33 (1) Elihu’s first reply takes up Job’s complaint (33:8-11) that God 
has displayed an arbitrary hostility to him. V. 12—it is impossible for God 
to act in an arbitrary and irresponsible way so often characteristic of the 
creature. (2) In the rest of the chapter Elihu points out that God speaks 
to men through circumstances. Has God spoken today thru the circum- 
stances of your life? (3) Vv. 23-30 anticipate the work of Christ. We have 
been delivered from the Pit by the precious blood of Christ. Cp. Matt. 
20:28; I Pet. 1:18, 19; I Tim. 2:5, 6. 


TUESDAY, MAY 18 

jos 34 (1) Elihu replies to Job’s charge that God is unjust. It is incon- 
ceivable that God should pervert justice (v. 10-12). The fact that God 
continues to sustain the world which He has created (vv. 14, 15) is an evi- 
dence of His faithfulness to the creation. If justice is the foundation of 
government, God the ruler of all must be absolutely just (vv. 16ff). If God 
is sovereign, man must submit (vv. 29-33). (2) Elihu charges Job with 
speaking without knowledge (v. 35) and adds that he deserves to suffer 
even more (vv. 36, 37). See I Peter 4:1. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 

jos 35 (1) Elihu now replies to Job’s complaint that righteousness does 
not profit a man (35:3). At the very least, says Elihu, it profits our fellow- 
men (vy. 8). (2) Many who cry to God simply seek escape from the 
pressure of life (v. 9) without being drawn to a Personal Creator (v. 10). 
“God does not hear an empty cry” (v. 13 rsv). (3) The instructed be- 


liever looks confidently to God in every time of testing as the One “who 


gives songs in the night” (v. 10). For a similar confidence, read Psalm 


42:8 and Acts 16:25, Are you only a fair weather singer? 


THURSDAY, MAY 20 
Jos 36:1-23 (1) God governs all impartially (vv. 5ff). Thru affliction God 
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MAGATLINE OF CAMPUS CHRISTIAN LIVING 


Money and the will of God 


I, THE SPRING, Christian students are often asked, “Which 
camp are you attending this summer?” Frequently the re- 
ply is, “Oh, I’m not going!” When asked why, one answer 
is usually, “I don’t have the money!” 


Seldom does anyone answer, “I don’t believe it is the will 
of God.” To me this is symptomatic of a tragic situation: 
physical circumstances are considered before attempting to 
know the mind of the Lord in the matter. 


That money is available does not necessarily mean that 
it is the will of God to go. That there is no money likewise 
does not mean that God does not will it. However, if God 
wills that you do something that costs money, it follows 
that He will provide the means. Thus the question of first 
importance is to ascertain the will of God. How is this 
done? 


To discover the will of God about lying is simple. His 
Word clearly states His will. But there are areas more com- 
plex, such as the question before us. Here God will provide 
that knowledge through an application of the principle of 
His will (in its varied expressions) to the circumstances 
before us. This really involves getting God’s perspective on 
a thing. When God’s perspective on a matter has been 
determined that is His will. 

How can you determine God's perspective on the question 
of camp this summer? You will raise such questions as: 
(1) Am I a follower of Jesus Christ? (2) Does a follower 
of Jesus Christ have the responsibility of growth in grace 
and knowledge of Him? (3) Am I a college student? (4) 
Does God wish me to be a source of strength to fellow 


(Continued on page 32, column 1) 
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Coming in June: “Thumbing Through South 
America” by Dudley Woodberry; “New Eng- 
land’s Great Awakening” by Mary Foster. 
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NEWS OF THE 


e The Michigan Christian Fellowship — about 
forty strong—called on practically all the homes: in 
Milan, Michigan, recently. It was a cold afternoon 
and not many students were invited into homes, but 
. residents were urged to attend an evening meeting 
being held by the McF group in the high school 
auditorium: “University Students Recommend 
Christianity.” Where it seemed appropriate the 
booklet Becoming a Christian was given. The eve- 
ning program consisted of special music, group 
singing and short talks by students from this 
country as well as by some from abroad. 


e Basing their program on the words, ‘Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto the least of these, ye have done 
it unto me,” the chapter at Northern Illinois State Teach- 
ers College decided to choose a definite service project 
and carry it out in a school-wide basis. At a morning 
prayer meeting they asked God to direct them to a 
worth-while project—and several days later He answer- 
ed when one of the students received a letter from her 
missionary parents stating that snow was covering the 
ground and that shoes could certainly be used by the 
Navajo Indians among whom they were working. A 
campaign of publicity, prayer, contact with the dorms 
and the college paper and churches in town was con- 
ducted. Many shoes were received on the days desig- 
nated for ‘Sharing a Pair’’ and the boxes in the halls 
and dorms were soon filled. Because very few shoes 
for children were received, the training school was con- 
tacted and asked for permission to solicit contributions 
of shoes from the children. As a result, two large boxes 
of children’s shoes were received. Next the churches 
were contacted and asked to co-operate. By the time 
the committee chairmen got all the shoes collected, a 
special store room to house them had to be used! The 
next step involved putting the shoes into condition and 
shining them—246 pairs—before they were shipped off 
to the needy Navajos. Maybe other IVCF groups can see 
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in this project a new way to contact more people for 
Christ and at the same time give to those less fortunate | 
than themselves. 

e Going into the armed forces? Men who are 
—or who will be attending Summer Camp or going | 
on Summer Cruise—are invited to contact the Offi- 
cers’ Christian Union, Route 1, E. Lansing, Michi- | 
gan, to find out about Christian officers in their area 
and Bible study groups which are meeting. 


e Recently fourteen students in IVCF at Pennsylvania 
State University visited nearby Rockview State Peni- 
tentiary, scene of recent prison riots, to lead a Sunday 
morning gospel service. Two hundred men in the prison 
attended. The chapter at Penn State has had this op- | 
portunity for the past few years and the testimony has | 
resulted in a number of men putting their trust in Jesus 
Christ. 


e “East to West and back again”: news of the } 
University of Delaware group under the leadership 
of Biddle Foster in the December issue of His led | 
a student in California to write to Roby Wagner 
(1957) who in turn contacted Biddle at Delaware. 
Roby was looking for a Christian group in which to 
have fellowship. He did not know of the group’s } 
outreach on the campus. 


e@ Once a month a gospel team from the Bloomfield 
(N. J.) College IVCF chapter conducts a meeting in a 
rescue mission in New York’s Bowery. 

e Students in the Pittsburgh area find en- 
couragement and strength in meeting occasionally | 
for “Prayer Breakfast” in the home of Christian 
friends. They meet at 6:30 a.m., eat together and | 
spend an hour or more in prayer for local, national 
and international needs—then dash off to 8:30 
classes. END 








